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Our best treasures are sometimes 
overlooked because they are so near 
us. Home dear ones and home joys may fail of 
recognition or appreciation in their true value, simply 
because we take it for granted that the choicest gifts 


Near and Par 


that earth has for us are not already within reach. - 


As Wordsworth says : 


“ For things far off we toil, while many a good 
Not sought bécause too near, is never gained.” 


a. 


Self-glorification is at best a glori- 
fying of mediocrity. In looking 
down upon the vilest of our neighbors, the best of us 
is but looking at the possibilities of evil in himself. 


Maa’s Mediocrity 


: Meer an occupant of a felon’s cell to-day would once 


are depths of evil impossible t» himself? The man who 
is inclined to self-gratulation because of the heights of 
his moral attainment may well feel humiliated because 
of the depths of infamy which are possible to human 
nature,—his nature. But again, as the best of us may 
be humiliated by looking down upon his own possibili- 
ties, so should he be humiliated by looking up to his 
unrealized possibilities. What heights there are in 
our unattained! It is a shame to us that we may 
sink lower than we are; it is a shame to us that we 
do not rise as high as we might. At best we are but 
denizens of a broad belt of. respectable mediocrity. 
We do not need to go far afield to see whether we 
have reasonable grounds for humility. 


a 


Asking God to help us is one thing. 
Most of us are ready to do that. 
Asking God how we can help him is another thing. 
We are not all so prompt in our prayers to that end. 
Recent divisions in the “Salvation Army” have 
brought out repeated declarations from the leaders of 
that army that they rely on prayer to convince those 
who differ with them that they are in the wrong, and 
therefore ought to return under the one human head. 
It does not seem’to have been suggested that the re- 
quest should be made, in the prayers, that, in case the 
human head of the organization is ht fault, he should 
be shown his error and led to correct his course. 
This is a common mistake in prayer—taking it for 
granted that we are all right, and that prayer is 
chiefly valuable in convincing others that this is so. 
When some one said to President Lincoln in war time, 
“ Thope the Lord is on our side,” he is said to have an- 
swered, “ I am more desirous to know whetherwe are 
on the Lord’s side.” That is the way we are to look 
at our differences with others. We ought to ask God 
to show us if we are at fault, and bring us to see and 
to do the right. 


Being on the 
Lord’s Side 


— 


Our Dependence on Sight is a small resource. Men 

the Invisible = may be unwilling to admit that they 
“walk by faith, not by sight;” they may rest on 
the doctrine that “seeing is believing ;” they may 
even feel that what they have shut their eyes to they 
are not responsible for,—but it remains true, even in 
a purely materia! sense, that the largest part of man’s 
dependence is not only upon the unseen, but upon 
the unsuspected. An invisible atmosphere is one of 
the first essentials of life ; without the invisible oxygen 
in that atmosphere our fires would not burn; we 
course at rapid pace through city streets and country 
roads propelled by unseen electricity ; even the steam, 
which becomes visible on emission from an engine, 
has lost the potency which it first had as an invisible 
gas. These are open secrets in nature, patent to all. 
But who knows how this planet is affected by the 
millions of unsighted stars? Who can see, or even 
consciously feel, the attractions and forces which hold 
the earth in its orbit? Nota living thing is there 
on the earth but is under the spell of those forces 
without recognizing it. Medical science has well- 
nigh terrorized the people with its tales of the all- 
present disease-breeding bacteria ; but the other side 


only agents of Death, but of Life also. 
conscious of their presence whether in the atmosphere 
we breathe, in the water we drink, or in our own 
bodies ; yet we live by + 28, and they live for us. 
The fish. of the sea, as well as of fresh water, depend 
for subsistence largely upon microscopic creatures 
which are to us invisible, yet “in numbers compara- 
ble to the motes in the air.”. From whale to herring, | 
the life of the sea depends upon that which, to the _ 
ordinary gaze of man, at least, is indiscernible. Upom 
these finny wanderers of the main and of the brook 
man depends for much of the substance of sabsistence, 
How, then, shall man cling to his senses as his sole 
guides, and deny to the invisible its right and title to 
a mighty ministry? Still less shall he deny the 
things of the spirit their place as the most potent 
factor in human life. Not by ordinary sense sight, 
but by spirit sight; may he indeed perceive them, 
“ Unto us God revealed them through the Spirit: for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God.” 


C73 


Expansive Energy 


T WAS the first note in the Messiah-chorus of the 

universe that sounded in the birth of Jesus Christ, 
It resembled a first, single, preluding note in its solita- 
riness, in its unobtrusiveness. But this faint, divinely 
sweet note of his birth was quickly followed by fuller’ 
harmonies. The theme began to be developed. Vol- 
ume upon volume of strangely overmastering chords 
began to be heard. Rich tones of unspeakable fervor, 
deep sub-tones of triumph, a subtle sense of incon- 
ceivable energy, began to complicate the strains. 

Jesus is the great and only world-conqueror. His 
birth set in motion forces whose action has accelerated 
and intensified with the years. Upward world niove- 
ments, increased facilities, peaceful prosperity, spir- 
itual elevation for man, we trace to the principles 
he taught. 
kingdom in the vital energy of its action. 

Although at times, indeed, there may seem to be a 
staying of the great tide, and progress for a time is 
unperceived, this is only the recitative of the move- 
ment. The vast volumes of sound are held in abey- 
ance, only that they may burst forth in more exultant 
clashes of musical vibration, and those fast-following, 
many-chorded seas of sound that inspire, while they 
subdue, the soul. The religion of Jesus contains 
inherent, expansive energy. Feeble its beginning 
may, be, both historically and in the human heart. 
But, once begun, it is capable of rapid development, 
either when it is considered as an event in time, or as 
marking points of progressive departure in the soul. 
Like those mighty, apparently uncontrolled, but in 
reality most bvedient, forces, unseen and irresistible, 
which, beginning in very small storm-centers, increase 
in volume and velocity, sweeping into themselves even 
opposing currénts,—the winds of the Spirit possess 
unmeasured energy. They reveal a holy might of 
momentum and a power of intensification, as their 
vortices move over the fields of history or through the 
medium of men’s minds. 

“Christianity is a religion of happy movement, of - 
setting free life’s latent, imprisoned energies.” It 












































































We read the assured consummation of his 























































































expands, intensifies, and purifies our powers, and 
then sets them free for service, which itself has a 
multiplying power on our ability. This is true of an 
individual, and it is true of the union of men for 
God's service. Ability in service grows with surren- 
der to this energizing principle of expansion. Won- 
derful increase of strength in Christian service and 
in power to convey some adequate sense of divine 
things to men we see, in greater or less degree, in any 
one devoted to the life in Christ. That life must act, 
and, where it is, there it expands, grows, makes 
changes, effects good. 

“We are told that if we could only get in hand 
the force existing in a cup of water, we could rend a 
mountain with it.” When faith is living, it is expan- 
sive, and its power removes the mountains of un- 
belief. A Christian is a center of expanding energy. 
He grows in grace. The light shines more and more. 
‘Looking to God in all things is going from strength 
to strength. The all things that are possible to him 
that believeth are comprehended in the growing 
expansions of faith. 

' God's way seems to be to work from a small, 
_- apparently insignificant, beginning; this first faint 

manifestation containing in itself manifold unsus- 
pected powers of development. A few soft breezes, 

a few weeks of piercing, heat-bearing rays, and the 

expanding forces of the Spring have done their work. 

Her energy of action cannot be stayed. She throws 

it out in every beautiful beneficent form. Her gentle 

power encourages many a primrose and timid daf- 
fodil to prophesy of beauty when their tender lips 
would cry, “I am but a child.” She thrills the 
microscopic acorn-germ with the vision of future 

-Jeaf-loftiness and the magnificent fiexure of strenuous 
‘arms. Her energy will not cease expanding until 
he hangs myriad leaves, the outward sign of the new 
inward life-force, on every tree and shrub, and until 

every living thing feels the thrill of renovation, 

~ expansion, and exultation. 

_ The same principle of power of expansion in small 
beginnings applies to man as well as to nature. The 
little Giotto trying to portray the image-of his beloved 
Jambs on the stony slabs of his pasture was uncon- 
scious of the power within him which was to revolu- 

’ tionize the art of the world.. Who could foresee that 
one thought ever growing and enlarging in the glow- 
ing heart of Luther should at last have the energy 

~ requisite to reconstruct men’s whole idea of the gospel, 
and to stamp the character of politics and civiliza- 
tions ? 

Christ’s own life was one of expanding energy, 
until the resurrection and the ascension restored him 
to the glory he had with the Father betore the world 

~ was. The great corn of wheat fell into the ground, 
ané it brought forth much fruit. All power is given 
him, and it flows out through his members. They 

_ must follow their Lord. Their life energy cannot be 
stationary. If there is such endless capacity of 

‘ expansion in tree-germ and in brain-cell, in artist 
and in thinker, in child and in nation, what must 
there be in that regenerating force, that overcoming 
love which God has put into the word “ redemption ” ? 
As compared with material, intellectual, and all other 
powers, it has an irresistible energy, a widening, all- 

‘abeorbing quality, with which no other is comparable. 

<> Culm as the growing light of dawn, forceful as the 
steam that drives the vessel over leagues of sea with 
equal facility and fascination, such power, introduced 
into the soul, sweeps into the current of the higher 
and holier life all the activities which might other- 
Wise prove destructive. What a religion is that 
which constructs within the soul a center and core of 
goodness, and gives to it power to expand in outward 
acts of goodness and beneficence ! 

_, What wonderful encouragement does the expansive 
‘energy of the “truth as it is in Jesus” give the 
worker who sows this good seed! The power is there, 
if only the true lodgment in the heart is effected. 

Who can look at a child, and not see, in imagina- 
tion, a garden full of the flowers of grace, budding 
and blowing, all possible only from the expan-ions of 
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the future to cull the flowers that spring from them. >usiness who sought heathen companionship merely to 


the seed is the beginning from which all expands. 

The reception of a Saviour’s love by the trust of 
one of these little ones in him is that soft, preluding 
chord which will assuredly break into the endlessly 
expanding music of the eternal life. 


NOTES ON 


OPEN LETTERS 


This department has its purpose and its limitations. 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the 
letters received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or 
ought to have, an interest to readers generally, and for 
which the space can conveniently be found. Its limita- 
tions are fixed by the requirements of other departments. 
There are times when ten letters which might have a 
place here are received, when only one can be printed. Let- 
ters are warmly welcomed, and they are cordially invited. 
Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter cither 
answered or read by the Editor. The signature to every 
letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is first 
looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. 


oR 


Anonymous letters to this department, 
or to any other department of The 
Sunday School Times, are neither re- 
plied to nor read. Recently such a letter was received 
from Florida, with enclosures, but, as a matter of course, 
both letter and enclosures were destroyed without being 
read. The first thing looked at, or looked for, in a letter, 
after its opening, is the signature. If that be lacking, 
no further notice is given to the letter. Ifthe man who 
writes the letter doesn’t think it worth signing, the man 
who receives it doesn’t think it worth reading. When 
an Irishman, who plunged into the water and rescued a 
stranger from drowning, was given a quarter of a dollar 
by the man whom he had saved, a bystander protested 
against the smallness of the reward. 
man knows best she wurth ov his own life,” said the 
Irishman. There is a hint in this as to how to estimate 
an anonymous letter. 


Worth of 
Anonymous Letters 


a 


Contradictions in speech are not al- 
ways contradictions in spirit, Lan- 
guage is, at the best, ambiguous ; it is 
suggestive of thought, rather than definitive of thought. 
Thus we may say that we must give in order to get; and, 
again, that we cannot give unless we first get. These 
statements are contradictory in form, but consistent in 
spirit. It is similar in many a matter of influence and 
duty. Just now, an acute-minded Virginian is exercised 
over a possible contradiction in Bible teachings as to 
temptation. He writes: 


When to Face 
Temptation 


In your editorial of March 21, on “ Separateness from Sin,” 
you say that Jesus did not go “ about shunning temptation and 
every contact with evil influence.” He escaped, as you say, 
“because it was his meat and his drink to do his Father's will.” 
This same Jesus taught us to say “ Lead us not into tempta- 
tion,” and in this he told us to shun it,—did he not? A word 


from you on this subject will be appreciated by one who enjoys 
your editorials as he does not any others of the day. 


It is true that we are taught in the Bible to pray, “ Lead 
us not into temptation.” It is also true that in the same 
Bible the counsel to us is, “ Count it all joy, my brethren, 
when ye fa}l into manifold temptations.” These seem- 
ingly contradictory teachings are consistent with each 
other. It is not true, however, that in teaching us to 
pray against being led into temptation Jesus taught us 
to shun temptations in every case. We are not to seek 
temptations, nor to brave them recklessly. But when 
our duty calls us to go forward ina given path, we may 
brave whatever temptations beset us in that path. A 
good soldier never rushes into a fight for the sake of 
showing courage, but, when he is in the line of duty, he 
rejoices that he can face the enemy courageously. So it 
should be in life’s moral warfare. Jesus went about doing 
good, wherever this pursuit led him. He was, however, 
never with the evil-disposed, except when he was doing 
or planhing good in their behalf. It is safe to follow his 


“Sure, the jintle- . 





Anticipation 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


N THE silent darkness, 
- By the tree-roots deep, 
Where the bravest sunbeam 
Never tries to creep, 
Far below the surface, 
Under sod and snow, 
There is dumb faint stirring, 
Of flowers that yet will blow. 


Hyacinth and crocus, 
Pushing to the light; 
Waxen clustered snowdrops, 
¥: _ .,Pure and stainless white ; 
Violets dyed with purple, 


Shy anemones,— 
Stirring dumb and faint there, 
Far beneath the trees. 


Bare the spreading branches 
Waving fair and free, 
Where the nest shall hide it, 
Where the songs shall be ; 
But the leaves are cradled 
Safe within the sheath, 
Leve, though faintly, dumbly, 
Lives and moves beneath 


Covers brown and dingy ; 
Life and love are there, 
All the wealth of summer 
Safe in God’s own care. 
And below the surface, 
Under sod and snow, 
There is faint sweet waking 
Of flowers yet to blow. 


New York City. 
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The American Church in Paris 
By Edward G. Thurber, D.D. 


T HAS been the wise policy of the Established Church 
of England and the Presbyterian Church of Scotland 
to sustain places of worship during the summer months 
in the centers of travel on the Continent. In some of 
the large cities they have organized churches. The 
value of these ministrations has been recognized by 
thousands of Americans in their journeyings through 
Europe. 

Paris, with its wealth of art, its history, its beauty, its 
fascinations of life and fashion, is a pre-eminent center 
of attraction, and has called to itself # larger number of 
Americans who have made it their residence or place of 
sojourn for weeks or months than any other city. This gay 
and pleasure-loving capital affords a refuge for those who 
desire to escape the observant eyes of friends and neigh- 
bors, and nowhere is it more easy to put aside religious 
habits and restraints, and give one’s self up to the neg- 
lect of the Sabbath and the sanctuary, and yield to the 
potent sway of the “time spirit,” than in Paris. Such 
conditions the necessity of a strong Christian life 
and the constant use of these means of grace which pro- 
mote religious character the more imperative. 

If there is reason in every village and city of the 
United States for the organization and maintaining of 
the church of Christ, with its appointments and facili- 
ties, there is a very strong reason for the Christian 
Church, with the best appoidtmenta, in Paris. The 
number of Americans resident in this city and remain- 
ing here for a limited time was sufficiently large, as far 
back as 1835, to lead the Rev. Dr. Baird, then secretary 
of the Foreign Evangelical Society, to hold religions 
services on Sunday in his own house, for English-speak- 
ing people. The Rev. Edward N. Kirk, D.D., who took 
Dr. Baird’s place during the years 1838-89, preached in 
French in the Chapelle Taitbout, aad held also a service 
in English, until his return to America. 

In the increase of the American colony, the need of a 
church, with its services and varied ministrations, be- 
came more apparent, Tie kind hospitality. of the 
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Engish Church was already overtaxed, and its accom- 
modations were insufficient for all who desired to attend 
the Sunday services. There was also a growing demand 
for an American church, which might be brought into 
sympathetic relation with the churches at home. When 
the decision was-reached to organize a society and build 
an edifice, the question arose, “Shall it be distinctly 
denominational?” This question was considered in all 
its bearings, and the decision was reached that it would 
not be wisé to inaugurate a denominational movement; 

that the field did not require such action; that the 
establishment of different branches of the church of 
Christ in Paris would give us a number of small churches 
dependent upon ‘home boards for support, open to the 
infelicities and separations which might arise. The 
churches, moreover, would be weak, and made to live 
under the discouragement which -weakness brings. 
There would bea divided, and not united, front to 
represent. the spirit and teaching of our Lord in the 
presence of a large number of avowed unbelievers in the 
Christian religion. Moreover, there was no reason for a 
propagandism among persons who had church affilia- 
tions,‘and the large transient and changing element of 
visitors who compose the majority of the congregations. 

It was therefore determined to establish a Union 
Church, the doctrinal basis of which is that of the Inter- 
national Evangelical Alliance. Such~a church, if not 
in ecclesiastical relation with some branch of Christ’s 
church in America, needed the sympathy, counsel, 
financial help, and fraternal control, which some organ- 
ized body could give. Such a society existed, and held 
the confidence and had the support of several Christian 
bodies in the United States. The American and Foreign 
Christian Union was organized on the 10th of May, 1849, 
under the laws of the state of New York. 

The church was affiliated with this society at its organi- 
zation, and has remained in this relation during its 
entire history. Under, the auspices of this board, the 
Rev. E. N. Kirk, D.D., of Boston, was invited to pro- 
ceed to Paris asa special commissioner, “to attend to 
the establishment of an American congregation and the 
securing of a house of worship in that city.” Dr. Kirk 
set sail from New York on the twenty-first day of Janu- 
ary, 1857, at twelve o’clock noon, on the’ steamship 
Asia. His wisdom, eloquence, and earnestness won the 
hearts of those associated with him, and led the move- 
ment forward, amid many difficulties, to a successful 
issue. The powers that were, were not altogether favor- 
able to the enterprise, and the opposition of those of 
another faith made itself felt. . 

Early in the work of building, the contest between the 
contractors, on one side, and Dr. Kirk and the society in 
New York on the other, concerning labor on Sundays, 
was settled by the payment, on the part of the society, 
of seven days’ wages for six days’work, or two hundred 
francs a Sunday during the entire period that the build- 
ing was in construction. The friends in America who 
contributed towards this enterprise never invested money 
in a way that has justified their wisdom and benevo- 
lence more than has the history and influence of this 
church. 

The society was organized in 1857, and the present 
building, 21 Rue de Berri, was completed and occupied 
early in 1858. The building was known then and for 
many years as The American Chapel; but several years 
after the organization of a‘ church it was felt that this 
title did not represent what we were, and gave a wrong 

“impression of our reJation to other bodies. It was there- 
fore determined to change the name to that of the 
American Church, by which we are now designated and 
known. 

The laws of France, at the time of the purchase of the 

“church property, prohibited the vesting of the title in a 
foreign corporation. The title was therefore taken in 
the name of Dr. Kirk. Changes were made in the law 
in’ time, and the fitlé“noy,rests in The American and 
Foreign Union. 

This society holds in trust all funds which have been 
contributed toward a partial “endowment fund” for the 
benefit of the church, and also the small amount specifi- 
cally given for the purpose of purchasirlg and sustaining 
a “ church house,” 

It is now thirty-eight years since the church edifice 
was erected, and during that time its attractive audi- 
tortum has been made to answer for all the services and 


- work of the church, with the exception of the Ladies’ 


~ Benevolent Association, whose meetings have depended 

upon the kind invitation of ladies who have opened their 
apartments for them. 

No prominent church in thé United States, carrying 

on as large and varied a work, would have continued its 


hae = 


a 
4 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES | 


Paris without the facilities of a chapel, with its appoint- 
ments for the Sunday-school, prayer-meetings, services 
for young people, committees, benevolent work, and 
other gatherings which foster and extend the Christian 
influence of the church. 

An effort has been initiated, and an earnest appeal 
made to the friends of the church, for funds and co- 
operation towards securing a church house which might 
give us these much needed facilittes. Contributions for 
this purpose may be forwarded to the Rev. Edward G. 
Thurber, D.D., the pastor, at No. 59 Rue Galilee, Paris, 
or to the Rev. L. T, Chamberlain, D:D., the treasurer of 
the American and Foreign Christian Union, The Chelsea, 
Twenty-third Street, New York City. 

Services are held on every Sunday morning*at eleven 
o’clock. The Sunday-school meets in the afternoon at 
three o’clock, followed by the Society of Christian 
Endeavor at four o’clock. The weekly union prayer- 
meeting is held on Friday evenings at half-past eight 
o’clock. 

Through the interest and effort of the Rev. Charles 
Wood, D.D., of Germantown, with whom the pastor 
exchanged pulpits during a part of last spring and sum- 
mer, a meeting was established in the Latin quarter for 
American students on Sunday evenings. These services 
were justified by a large attendance and great interest. 
They are now continued under the admirable and suc- 
cessful leadership of the Rev. W. M. Paden, D.D., of 
Philadelphia. 

The attendance upon the service of the church is large, 
but two-thirds of the congregation is composed of those 
who remain in Paris for a few days or weeks, coming 
from every part of the United States, Canada, Great 
Britain, Australia, and other English-speaking countries. 
Such a constituency is necessarily fluctuating, but in no 
church is there present a more devout, responsive, and 
interesting congregation. It is sympathetic and in- 
‘spiring. Persons who have sufficient religious interest 
and principle to regard the sabbath and the sanctuary, 
find here a touch of home through the familiar hymns, 
Scriptures, prayers, and speech of their native tongue, 
and in their journeyings it is like “ Elim’s palm-trees,” 
and her well of refreshing water. 

The influence of this church cannot be estimated by 
any table of statistics, The impressions made, resolu- 
tions fortified, inspiration given, love deepened, and faith 
strengthened, must make themselves known in the lives 
of those who have been present in the services, and car- 
ried away with them the permanent enrichment of spir- 
itual help. 

The ministration in times of sickness, in the hour of 
sorrow, which may overtake those away from home, has 

called out a testimony of grateful expression. The mor- 
tuary chapel has sacredly held the remains of the dear 
dead until friends were ready to convey them across the 
sea, or carry them to some spot chosen for burial. The 
memory of the ministry of this chapel ied a friend to 
meet the entire expense of the repairs recently made. 
It is now most suitable in its adaptations for its needed 
office. 

On every Wednesday the pastor’s residence has been 
thrown open for a general and informal reception. Here 
have gathered in large numbers our own countrymen, 
and those of other English-speaking people, for pleasant 
intercourse. Long-separated friends have met here, 
young people have found something of home life and 
friendliness, incidental and helpful information has been 
given, ways have been opened for the useful service of 
the church, and interest in its life and work has been 
promoted. We realize the importance of bringing the 
helps of the church to the large body of young people 
who are prosecuting their studies in art, literature, lan- 
guage, and music. The young people’s society has been 
very efficient in its excellent work in this direction. It 
was organized largely through the efforts of a young man 
who, when in Paris,felt the same obligation to Christian 
service here as at home. 

Testimonies to the help given here are not infrequent, 
Two young ladies were in the city for a few weeks, who 
had come from their home in great religious depression. 
One of them said, “ I had ceased to pray because I began 
to doubt the value of prayer. I began to believe in that 
interpretation of the invariability of law which says, 
‘One cannot secure anything from God by prayer.’ In 
this frame of mind, I attended the services, felt the per- 
vasive atmosphere of the place, listened to something: 
which bore upon my difficulty, threw light into my mind, 
and I went home to pray.” 

A recent letter from Reigate, England, bearing the 
greetings of the New Year, says: “In memory of the 
happiest and brightest Sufday of our summer holiday.” 

Such are some of many expressions which. testify to 





the usefulness of the church, and justify its place and 
purpose in the large center through which pulsates such 
a stream of American life. 

Another feature of Christian activity and benefiownel 
is found in the admirable and successfully organized 
effort of the Ladies’ Benevolent Association. The weekly 
meetings of this society call together residents and visit- 
ors at the homes of the different ladies, opening their 
apartment for this purpose. The occasion is frequently - 
made more interesting by music and reading. These 
ladies have prepared during the past year more than five 
hundred and fifty articles, which are distributed during 
the fétes of the holiday season among the poor, in con- 
nection with the halls of the McAll Mission. 

The unique position of the church relates it, not organ- 
ically, but sympathetically, with all the Christian agen- 
cies at work in Paris and in France. It has been’ the 
almoner of many*gifts to the various societies which ate 
seeking to bring the gospel tothe people, It constitutes 
a center of life and influence, which may be empowered 
for still greater usefulness as friends rally around and 
co-operate with it. The church is an outpost of the 
American churches, and, as it is at the extremity, it needs 
to feel much of the heart’s warm blood, that it may not 
be benumbed, but quickened, and qualified to render the 
best service. 

A few churches in America sustain pews by the pay- 
ment of eighty dollars a year, and when members of the 
congregation are coming to Paris, they are requested to 
ask the ushers of the church to show them to. their 
church pew. This has been helpful not only to this 
church, but has established a pleasant relation with ~ 
home churches. The church is supported by the Sunday 
morning offering and the rental of pews. The offering 
has never been affluent, and there are not a sufficient 
number of residents to take the pews. It was for this. 
chronic infelicity that an effort was made to secure & pat- 
tial endowment for the support of the church. Thus far 
there has been a small response to that effort, and the 
endowment is most incomplete. ° 

The American Episcopal Church has for some years 
been in possession of its admirable edifice and appoint- 
ments for the varied work of its life. An influential 
English Church is making e ©» »», funds for the 
purchase of a Parish House, which may give it the 
facilities it has so long desired. There is encouraging 
prospect of early success. 

The sky of this gay city is punctured by too few stars 
to shed the light of the gospel upon it, and yet the great 
need of Paris is the gospel. Its large artistic attractions, 
its culture, its beauty, its fascinations and advantages, 
must call, from year to year, many of our people to come 
under the spell of its enchantments. 

We bespeak, therefore, the prayers, sympathy, and co- 
operation of friends in America, that under God’s guid- 
ance and blessing the American Church may be 
strengthened in spirit and resource to carry out the 
purpose for which it was organized, and become an in- 
creasing center of Christian life and influence. 

There are large possibilities for good if the plan 
sketched and the purpose expressed can be recognized 
and realized. 

A cordial weleq 
pose during the 
Atlantic and visit Paris. 

Paris, France. 











awaits our countrymen who pro- 
ity spring and summer to cross the 


Or 
Jesus’ Relation to the Law 


By Professor Milton G. Evans 


HE attitude of Jesus towards the Mosaic law was 
both positive and negative. His affirmative posi- 
tion is seen in his constant appeal to its authority, in 
rebuking the scribes for perversion of its meaning, and 
in the express statement, “ Think not that I came to 
destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, 
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
away from the law, till all things be accomplished.”. He 
held himself amenable to the law, both in teaching and 
in conduct, and asserts that his own position in the 
kingdom is conditioned on his obedience to “one of 
these least commandments.” 

His negative attitude is illustrated in the declaration 
that the Mosaic enactment concerning divorce did not 
adequately declare God’s will; in the revolutionary 
statement, “ There is nothing from without the man, that 
going into him can defile himr: but the things which 
proceed out of the man are those that defile the man,” 
which practically abrogated the whole Old Testament 
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legislation regarding purification, ‘sail in the bold claim 

- that he was more authoritative than Moses. 

, On the whole, however, the affirmative position out- 

; weighs the negative. 

How could Jesus appeal to the authority of the law, 
and at the same time depart from its teaching, without 
meriting the charge of inconsistency? How could he 
close the mouths of his adversaries by appeal to the Old 
Testament, and justify his own conduct by claiming 
superiority to its demands, and escape the charge of 
capricious dogmatism ? 

His negative attitude is explained by what he was. 

- Before he could pass judgment on the value of the Jaw asa 
revelation, he had to have a standard of comparison. 
He was the standard. He knew that he knew perfectly 
the will of God, and that in himself was the perfect. 
revelation. “All things have been delivered unto me of 
my Father : and no one knoweth the Son save the Father; 

' peither doth any one know the Father, save the Son, and 

he to whomeoever the Son willeth to reveal him.” “ He 

that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 

“Jeans, thén, tested the Jaw by his own cipeitauiibel 
knowledge of God, and knew that it failed to reveal 
truly the character of his Father. He who was con- 

~ __ s¢iously superior to Solomon and Jonab, and who claimed 
i" Jordship over the temple and the sabbath, without self- 

contradiction assumed authority to pass judgment on the 

‘Jegal literatire of bis people. 

But he did not legislatively abrogate the law. His 
mission was one of fulfilment, not of legislation, and the 
fulfilment extended to the law in its entirety,—the civil, 
“ritual, ceremonial, and moral enactments. The word 
Wali” had a twofold meaning; for it is opposed to 
“break,” and to the literal understanding of the written 
or spoken statute. Jesus fulfilled the law by obeying it. 

_ He pointedly says, “‘ Whoever therefore shal! break one 
_* of-these least commandments, . . . shall be called least 
‘the kingdom of heaven.” In this deelaration he 
“@énies that he is a law-breaker, for he certainly did not 
think himself least in the kingdom. But to say that 
Jesus obeyed the law is to say little; for !.is life asa good 
"Jew required that he obey civil and ritual statu‘es, and 

spotless purity demanded that he obey moral re- 

A egetanie 

‘Tt was a matter of course, then, that he wore the 

“ henl” containing the blue thread to remind of the law, 
and that he sent cleansed lepers to offer what Moses 

“commanded, He obeyed, not as the rich young man, 
not as Saul of Tarsus, but as he, and he alone, understood 
the law's searching demands. 

“Fulfil”? must mean much more than “ obedience; ” 

for Jesus contrasts “I say unto you” with “ It was said 

0 those ofold.” This contrast shows what he means in 
this connection by fulfilling the law. The Mosaic legis- 
lation was given at a definite period of the world’s his- 

“tory. It did not express fully the character of God, nor 

did it reflect the moral condition of the people. It was 
too gross for the former, and tov ideal for the latter. It 

_Was given as a means of education, hence it must not be 

too high nor too low. The historically conditioned 

“makes an accommodation necessary. Jesus recognized 

this in the law of divorce. The accommodation makes a 

fulfilment necessary. The human race advances, and 

the Jaws governing it must keep pace. When we see 
that a law enacted is likely to nide the principle leading 
to the enactment, we are content only when the ethical 

_ principle is'declared to be the standard. This is to fulfil 
the enactment. Jesus fills the statute full of the mean- 
ing the divine Lawgiver intended, and thereby fulfils it. 
Our moral sense is satisfied only when we know that 

a “thou shalt not kill” means “thou shalt not be angry 

a with thy brother.” 

Likewise Jesus fulfilled the ceremonial law concern- 
ing cleansing by interpreting it. The commandments 
regarding cleanness and uncleanness were didactic; they 
symbolized the truth that there is no pollution save 
moral pollution. But the Israelites were too gross to 
appreciate moral purity, and had to be taught through 
*. symbol. But, by a tendency inherent in the human 
. mind, they emphasized the symbol rather than the thing 

symbolized, and so missed the purpose of ceremonial 

_ Cleansing. Jesus revealed the meaning of the laws by 
‘breaking them, which was the most effective method of 

=.  imterpretation. He exalted tbe truth by depreciating 
~~. the kernel. He magnified moral defilement by brushing 

_ . aside that which simply shadowed it. In case of sym- 
bols and rites, “ breaking” and “explaining ” are often- 
times the same. So it: was with Jesus. The violation 
of Mosaic ordinances of cleansing was a necessity to 
their perpetual validity, for men no longer confound 
cleansing of the hands with cleansing of the heart. 

To sum it all up, Jesus fulfilled the law because he, as 
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the complete revelation of Gud, completed, filled to the 





full, the preliminary revelation given in the law. Ip 
him “‘all things were accomplished ;’’ and the law in ite 
statute enactments has passed away, but in its ethical 
principles it abides because Jesus abides. 





Waking 
By George Cooper 


HE warm rain with its rap, tap, tap, 
Knocks at my crystal door ; 
It wakes me from my wfnter’s nap, 
And out I peep once more ; 
Then leap, with silver melody, 
From rocky eleft and hill ; 
I know fhe earth has need of me, 
Though I am but a rill. 


The soft wind whispers, “ Wake, my dear!” 
Warm in my bed below, 

I waited long that call to hear : 
Up to the light I go. 

Then, as.a star peeps from the sky, 
When glooms of twilight lower, 

I shine, to glad the passer by, 
Though but a tiny flower. 

I know ’tis time for me to sing; 
Gone is the snow and sleet ; 

O’er meadows brown I flash my wing 

/ The dear old nest to greet. 


The happy message of my song 
In some sad heart will fall ; 
And so I sing the whole day Jong,— 
A little bird,—that’s all. ‘ 


My heart is waking with the rill, 
And bounds with pure delight; 
The joyous day, oh, may | fill 
With deeds, like blossoms bright! 
May I, too, sing a song of cheer, 
Though fair or dark the sky, 
Content to do God’s mission here, 
Though but a child am I. 
New York City. 
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Was it You? 
By N. N.S. 


R. BAD-TEMPER and Mr. Cross-words were 
great friends. They were always going about 
together, and the worst of it was that, when people did 
not shake them off, and say, “ You are too disagreeable, 
and I won’t have you near me,” they were very sure io 
make them just as hateful as they were. Frowns came 
on faces and pouts to lips that before had been very 
pleasant to look upon. 

There was a very dear lady who had lived seventy- 
eight years. Her face was just as sweet as sweet could 
be. So one day I asked her if she had ever known the 
horrid Mr. Bad-temper and Mr. Cross-words, and, if so, 
how she made them stop troubling her. 

“Oh!” said she, “ I will tell you all aboutit. Mr. Bad- 
temper and Mr. Croes- words were always popping up near 
me just when I didn’t wish to see them, and I am sorry to 


say I began to grow like them; but then Mr. Shut-your-. 


lips came to help me. He told me just to put my lips 
together tightly whenever I felt I must say things like 
Mr. Cross-words, and each time I did so woula be easier 
than the first, and that, before I knew it, Mr. Smiles 
would come along, looking so good-natured that I should 
have to Jaugh, and, instead of saying ‘ You mean thing,’ 
and such naughty words, I should ‘hear myself say, ‘I am 
sorry I wanted to speak hateful words,’ and very likely I 
should put up for a kiss the very lips that had wanted to 
pout. 

“ You try it,” concluded the dear lady, “ and see how 
happy you will be.” 

I had been listening so earnestly that I had not seen 
a little boy come into the room. Bat he too had heard, 
and the next day, when he was walking in the garden 
with his mother, I overheard him say : 

“TI love you dearly, mama, and I am going to make 
Mr. Shut-your-lips and Mr. Smiles stay so near me all 
the time that those ugly men, Mr. Bad-temper and Mr. 
Cross-words,; will have to go away and stay away.” 

_ And he skipped down among the roses, his dancing eyes 
just as blue as the sky ; and Mr. Smiles was so close he 
was almost treading on his beels. 


Ts 


1 soles aah til: Gay tsk olicaaac kaee Was it 
yn? or was there a little girl too, whom T did uot Ke? 


Washington, D. C. - 





In this department, and in that immediately following, appear 
articles and brief suggestions that intended to be pelpful to 
Sunday-school workers. Tested methods, such as have formerly 


been presented in ‘‘ Ways of Working,’’ will here be properly © 


classified, and hence be more directly accessible to Sunday- 
school superintendents, other officers, and teachers. Articles 
bearing on Sunday-school work sucif'as have formerly appeared 
as “ From Contributors"’ will also find their place here. It is 
purposed to bring into these two departments everything, with 
the exception of current lesson helps, that has to do with methods 
of Sunday-school work. 

The Editor is always glad to know of tested methods that have 
been found useful in any department of the Sunday-school. Ques- 
tions of general interest bearing on Sunday-school work are also 
invited ; they will, when it seems advisable, be answered in these 
columns. 
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“Where is Tommy Jones?” 
By George W. Morse 


seine the attainment of high percentage a defi- 

nite object of Sunday-school attendance }s-an 
injury to any Sunday-school. High percentage should 
be but one of the resulis of large attendance, brought 
about by other causes and higher motives. Banner- 
getting by high percentage is not a true test of merit for 
a Sunday-school. The test_ of true merit is the amount 
of good done. The true banner school in the sight of 
God is the school that does the most good in proportion 
to ifs opportanities. 

_What is the Sunday-school for? Is it not to lead the 
scholars to the knowledge of God and of his love? Is it 
not to induce them to become his children? Is not 
the ultimate aim of the Sunday-school to save the lives 
of the scholars for time and for eternity? And yet: od . 
not true that, in the eagerness to obtain a high perce 
age of attendance, this very object of the Susnacy abel 
is often overlooked? In the desire to become the “ ban- 
ner school” as to percentage only, it is true that both 
the temporal and eternal welfare of souls are oftentimes 
forgotten, and names are ruthlessly stricken from the 
roll, names the owners of which might, with more atten- 
tion and better care, have been kept in the school and 
trained in the way of truth, brought into the Good Shep- 
herd’s fold—and kept there. Sa ira 

Of course, the officers, teachers, and scholars, all want 
Harmony Sunday-school to get the banner next month. 
The secretary informs the superintendent that quite a 
number of scholars have not been present for some time, 
—four, five, or six Sundays, it may be. “ We might get 
the banner if it were not for these names on the roll.” 
The superintendent sees this, and he wants the names 
off, but is too kind-hearted and considerate to order them 
off, so he directs the secretary to pass around the school, 
and inquire of the teachers; and see how many names 
can be taken off. The teachers are visited, inquiries 
made, and answered in a half-indifferent way, and the 
pencil is run through name after name. 

Among others comes the name of Tommy Jones, 
He has been absent four Sundays. The secretary says, 
“See here, teacher, how about Tommy Jones? We 
want to get the banner next month, and I don’t see any 
use in keeping names on the roll when the scholars 
won’t come.” Teacher looks at class book. “ Yes, that 
is so,—four Sundays.” Addresses tle class: “ Boys, any 
of you know anything about Tom Jones?” “* Yes, sir,” 
says one, “he was playing with us boys on the street 
yesterday.” “‘ Well, did he say.anything about coming 
to Sunday-school?” “ Yes, sir ; he told me he wasn’t 
coming any more,—he didn’t like this Sunday-school 
anyhow.” “Ol! well, if he’s not coming any more, it’s 
no use to keep his name on the roll. 
retary.” Off gsés poor Tommy’s name,—and the school’s 
percentage is raised. When the secretary gets through, 
quite a number of names have been lost from the roll, 
lost to the school, and the prospect of getting the banner 
is bright indeed! 

“ Well,” some say, “ is there anything wrong in that?” 
“Yes,” I say, “much is there wrong in that.” Was 
sufficient effort made to find out the cause of Tommy’s 
absence one Sunday, two Sundays, three or four Sun- 
days? His teacher ought to have found out, if he pos- 
sibly could, why Tommy was away the first Sunaay, and 








Scratch it off, sec- - 
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Sunday, 2nd have made every effort to discover the 
cauxe. “ Where there’s a will there’s a way.” Instead 
of that, the teacher has accepted a scholar’s one-sided 
report as the whole truth, embodying all the facts, and 
has not made one effort to hear what Tom himself has to 
say about it. 

Ah! our attention ought to be directed to doing all 
we cxn to keep Tommy in the Sunday-school, and not to 
doing all we can to get him out. Let the teacher search 
for him, see him personally, talk kindly with him, find 
the cause of absence and apply the remedy, as well as a 
loving Christian can; for, if the child has not friends 
among the loving Christians, then he has friends no- 
where in this world. 

If the boy be too poor to clothe himself, let the school 


‘ clothe him. But, even then, never let him think that 


this is done to swell the Bumbers of the school or to 
increase the: percentage. Be Chiristlike in this matter. 
Let him see that you try your best to keep him iu the 
school because you love him, because you know that 
God loves him, because you know that Jesus is longing 
to be h‘s Saviour. And let him know thyt you desire, 
more than anything else in regard to him, that he may 
be saved. The power of love is welluigh irresistible. 
Watch over him, teacher; pray for him, visit him, keep 
bim in sight, and never take his name off the rol! until 
you cannot do anything else with him. Put forth your 
utmost endeavor to save him. Don’t-forget that your 
Savidur died that he might become Tom’s Saviour too, 
and that he loves Tom just as much as he loves you. 
For, remember, it was while you were yet a sinner that 
‘Jesus died fur you. D.n’t think that he loves you more 
now than he did then. Oh,no! you love him more,—that 
isthetlifference. An he says, “ If you love me, keep my 
commandments.” One of those commandments is, 
“Feed my sheep; ” another is, “ Feed my lambs.” Are 
you teeding God’s lamb when you take his name off the 
roll, and cast him away fram the Sanday-school—to in- 
crease the percentage ? 

Olfthat we might be alive to the importance of saving 
the scholars! What isa large percentage at the roll’s 
expense in comparison with the salvation of one? Let 
Ms not diminish the roll, but rather do all that can be 

one to fhcrease it. And make every effort to increase 
the attendance. Let that be as large as consecrated 
officers and teachers, an attractive room, attractive litera- 
ture, and attractive exercises, can make it. Let these be 
so delightfully magnetic that all the new scholars will 
become old scholars; and let no name be taken eff the 
roll, except for sufficient cause, so l@ny as there is a 


vacant seat fh the room. 


What becomes of the vast army of boys «nd girls, 
young men and young women, whose names are, month 
after month atfa year after year, taken off our Sunday- 
school rolis?. Suppose we try to follow up Tommy 
Jones, for example. It may be some kind Christian of 
another school will see him on the street, and say, 
“Tommy, what are you doing playing out here on Sun- 
day morning? Don’t yougotoSunday-schoul?” “No, 
sir; I don’t go now.” “So, then, you did go. Well, 
which school did you attend, Tom? ”~ “Oh! I used to go 
to Harmony.” “ Well now, Tom, what made you stop?” 
“Want me to tell you?” “ Yes. ” “ Well, father and 
mother were both sick, and I had to stay home one Sun- 
day,”—the voice falters, and tears will come,—‘ then 
father diced, and the funeral was next Sunday. I was so 
sad and so lonesome, Neither my teache? nor anybody 
else from the schoolcame to see me, and that hurt me; 
so I didn’t go the third Sunday. Still nobody came, and 
that hurt me worse, and Dsaid, ‘ They don’t care anything 
for me there, any way,’ and I said I wouldn’t go there any 
more.’ 

“ Well, Tommy, I wouldn’t stop Sunday-school if I 
were in your place; you come along, and go to my Sun- 
day-school. We'll care for you, and: you shall have a 
teacher that will look after you.” 

But Tommy has a secret longing for Harmony Sunday- 
school. So he says, “ No, sir; I'll wait awhile longer. 
Maybe somebody will come to inquire about me, and, if 
they do, I will go back.” 

Poor Tom! He don’t know that his name has been 
taken off the roll to increase the percentage. Nobody 
ever comes to see about him; he becomes bitter, he turns 
against the Sunday-school, he turns against professing 
Christians, he turns against the church, he mingles with 
bad associates, he spends his Sundays in sin, he goes on 
and on and on, no one knows whére—but God. His 
loving eye is always upon him. 

Tommy might have been saved. He might have be- 
come one of the brightest ornaments of society and of 
_ the church if the teacher had looked after him, and if 
' Ebeen ie that high percentage. 
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Superintendent, secretary, teacher, how many, names 


have you taken off your roll in the past year? What 
has become of the owners of thosenames? For, remem- 
ber, every name represents a life that Jesus died to save. 


Portsmouth, Va. 
CFD 


Close relations between pastor and 
Sunday-school may be in various 
ways, and his methods of teaching 
the children numerous, whether in or out of the Sunday- 
school class. His mode and spirit may often be an 


The Pastor, 
Teaching 


eexample to other teachers. The Rev. W. J. McKitt- 


rick; pastor ofa well-known Presbyterian OChureh, is 
sutcessful in five-minute sermons to chilfren at the 
morning church service. In the local Sunday-school 
paper he has a “ Pastor’s Corner,” in which he gives 
such messages to the,children as this: “The pastor 
wants the Sunday-school scholars to know that he has a 
deep interest in them and in their classes. The big 
bouquet of bright and sunny faces every Sunday is a 
pleagure to ‘his eyes and a joy to his heart. He also 
wants to thank them for the interest they are taking in 
his five-minute children’s sermon, and hopes they will do 
all they can to help him in this part of our church ser- 
vice. God bless you, boys and girls! And though you 
may never grow up (to be as big as Goliath, may you all 
grow up to be as brave as David and as obedient as 
Samuel, and as sweet and sound to the core of your 
hearts as a russet apple.” 


oe 


Local Sunday-school papers are not 
so’common «. local church papers. 
Still, there is positive and sufficient 
testimony to their value. The Calvary Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school of Buffalo has recently lighted its “ Torch.” 
This monthly has seven octavo pages of reading-matter, 
and three of advertisements. The editor has six associ- 
ates. Three men have the business management. The 
superintendent, M. W. Comstock, is one of the advisory 
board of three. Besides the editorial page and general 
notes and notices} there are three. departments with 
headings,—‘‘ Superintendent’s Desk,” “The Library,” 
and “ Records.” Under the first the superintendent 
appeals to the children for enthusiasm in song and study ; 
under the seeond, books newly purchased are described ; 
under the third, permanent Sports are given, such as 
the treasurer’s, each month. 


Lecal Sunday- 
school Monthly 

















One Way to Teach a Juvenile Class 
By H. B. Langdon 


HAVE a class of six little boys in Sunday-school, 
who lately came from the infant department. They 
read but little,—some not at all. They try, however, to 
read with the school in-responsive exercise, When 
chapter and verse are announced, they ask, “ What is 
the page?” I find the places in their Bibles for them 
to begin, but they are soon left behind. One said, “I 
can read, but not so Aurry.” 

The problem with me has been how to make the Old 
Testament lessons effective, but not burdensome, to their 
little minds. So I have sought to make them consecu- 
tive rather than comprehensive. I do not spend the 
whole time of one session on the lesson set for the day. 
I do not plant in detached hills, but in a row, putting 
down only two or three new plants each session, but 
keeping earlier ones fresh by a lively rill of review, 
Then, if a boy is absent or listless one Sunday, he does 
not lose the lesson, because it is brought to his notice on 
each succeeding Sunday. He is questioned upon it; the 
answer is put into nis mouth, and he learns and repeats 
it, and it becomes rooted in his memory in its place in 
the series. 

My custom -is te present each new lesson, first, in a 
compact narrative. Next, I ask two or thrge questions 
upon it, each new question being arranged in form for its 
place in the growing series. Many of them are worded 
so as to contain some information. This helps to cover 
the ground without multiplying the questions, When- 
ever a question is repeated, the same words are used, as 
this tends to deepen the impression, and fix the relation 
between question and answer.- With older children I 
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would vary the questions, to develop their reasoning 
powers, but these little ones are too young for that, and 
would be confused by it. Every question has its specific 
answer, usually brief. I give the answer, and have the 
boys repeat it in concert, and afterwards by turns. Then 
I write the answer, or a distinctive word selected from it, 
plainly before their eyes on a little index or chart (note- 
paper size) which I carry for the purpose. After writing 
the new answers for the day, I go back to the beginning, 
and ask al] the questions, and the boys answer, assisted 
by the chart, which has become familiar to them, At 
times I skip some questions,—the less important ones,— 
and have them find the right answer to the question 
asked, Or,I point to an answer, and ask what it means. 
Then they have to give the substance of the question 
belonging to it. This shows that they understand the 
story, and they compete with each other in the a 4 
ness and accuracy of their replies. 

Here I might give a copy of my questions and answoin; 
and copy of the index or chart (at risk of too long an 
article), but what I have written above is perhaps suffi- 
cient to describe the method, and this may be adopted 
for any part of the Bible. 

Thirdly, after the narrative, and after the questions 
and answers, if convenient, I illustrate, From some of 
my books and papers I have cut out pictures illustrating 
in any way biblical places, events, or customs, Other 
similar pictures, maps, and diagrams, I have been collect- 
ing for years from various sources. These loose sheets 
are kept im one folio, and I also have books made up 
almost exclusively of such illustrations. With each new 
lesson, i look to see what appropriate illustration I have, 
or consider what I can make that will be appropriate to 
the clas (for I study the class as much as I do the les- 
son). It is not always necessary to have the illustration 
correspond with the immediate text of the lesson. If 
the exact thing is not in hand, something intervening, 
approximaie, allied, or collateral, in the nature of a side 
light, will answer. Possibly something directly oppo- 
site may be added for contrast, and to get the effect of 
dalatice. When I have not found what I wanted, or if 
the desired picture was too large to carry, or in a heavy 
book, I have undertaken 4 pencil copy, or sketch, and, 
after showing to the class, have given it to one of the 





boys, folded in a large envelope, with his name on it. 2 


These trifles they have carried off as prizes. The chart 
and illustrations I carry from home in a convenient folio. 
Of-course, also, I visit the boys at their homes. 

But all teaching fails of accomplishing its best pur- 
pose unless it has moral effect. This effect I have sought, 
with these boys and these lessons, not so much by ineul- 
cation as by influence. I believe in the “ mild power,” 
the “imponderable agent.” Sunday-school includes the 
reading of*Psalm and Gospel, songs of contrition and 
faith, revereht prayer, and the genial sway of the teach- 
er’s personality, Certainly, spiritual benefits should 
“‘ accompany or flow from ”’ all these, bringing the minds 
of the little ones into line with religious bryan: Foe 
endeavor, and preparing them for more direct overtiires, 
and more conscious choice, as their young lives progress. 

Hartford, Conn. eh 
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Alphabetical arrangements of Serip- 
ture texts have been varied and usefal. 
One of the forms, in a leaflet of invitation that has been 
used by 4 live Sunday-school, represents a drawing oe an 
easel, with this lettering: 


Bible A B C’s 





ety 


Ee 


| Do YOU KNOW THE A B C’s? 


LL have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God,— Rom, 3 ; 23. 
| Sagar the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.—John 1 : 29. 
a unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give You rest.— Matt. 11: 28. 
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Young people from the country should 
haveacity welcome. This is the view 
of the “ Epworth Bible Class” of the 
Western Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school, 

Chicago. Its young men and women extend special 
invitations to young strangers in the vicinity, and cordial 
greetings when they come into the class. Many persona! 
letters of invitation and encouragement are written by the 
teacher, J. R. Patterson, in addition to the free distribu- 
tion of an eight-page folder, which contains facts of 
interest about the class, pictures of the church, the 
teacher, and the class at its last Fourth of July outing, 
and a hearty invitation (o join. 


r 
Weicoming Country 
Young Pcople 























































Lesson Calendar 
Second Quarter, 1896 





“4 Apri {¥ 





Warning Against Sin Luke 13 : 22-49 

Or, The Resurrection of Christ (Easter}......... Lake %: 1-12 

2 April 12.—Parable of the Great Supper Luke (4: 15-24 
B, April 19,—The Lost Found......0........0.. ccccscecenenennenee conneanes Luke 15: 11-% 





| & April 26.—The Rich Man and Lazarus Vicheepibesseshissichecnel Lake 16 : 19-31 
’ & May 3.—Faith Lake 17: 6-19 





Aeewenen seeeceone 














6, May 10,—Lessons on Prayer... cere Luke 18: 9-17 
9. May 17.—Parabdle of the POUNdS....6:.......cssssssseeessoersneene Luke 19: 11-27 
& May 24.—Jesus Teaching in the Temple..-..........-.00.. oso Luke 20: 919 
 , May 31.—Destruction cf Jerusalem Foretold............. ....Lakke'2] : 20-36 
- 1, June 7,--Warning to the Discip! Luke °2 : 24-37 
1, June M4.—Jesus Crucified Luke 23 : 33-46 
ey 32, June 21.—The Risen Lord Luke 2% : 36-53 
r nem 28.—Review. 
ASAE 
~ Outline Inductive Studies 
ia Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 
Oo 
"Study 18.—The Power and he Fruits 
of Faith 


PBs Luke 17: 1 to 18: 8. 
~ JL Carricism. 
, In chapter 17 we have the same phenomena as in chapters 
immediately preceding. Luke reports sayings given by 
- Matthew-and Mark with different contexts, Note especially 
the: case: of 17 : 1 (comp. Matt. 18:7); 17: 2 (comp. Matt. 
> 28 « 6; Mark 9 : 42); 17:3 (comp. Matt. 18: 15) ; 1724 
_ {comp. Matt. 18 : 21, 22). Notice that in both Matthew and 
Luke these sayings are all taken from what resembles one 
amare Does this imply that both writers used a common 
but each according to his own plan? a passage 


fal of parallels with Matthew 24: 26-41. Miciet See: 
cially the frequency with which verse 33 appears in the Gos- 
AMatt: 10°: 39; 16 :.256; Mark 8; 35; Luke 9: 24; 
_ John 12 ; 25), although the context varies. May it not have 

deen a favorite expression of Jesus? So, too, 18 : 14 (Matt. 
28 $12; Loké 14: 11; and comp, also Matt. 20 : 26, 27; 
Mark 9: 35; 10: 43, 44; Luke 22: 26). Notice that again 
the. Lokan additions are among the passages especially dear 
to modern Christians. 


ar B Tas EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL. 

Luke has apparently gathered here sayings of Jesus con- 
Sening the realization of things unseen’; that is, faith (see 
> 97: 5, 21; 18: 1, 8). 
pies Firgiotnen. Are not verses 17: 1, 2, intended to en- 
force the need of forgiving one’s brother? (vs. 3,4) Can 
‘there be any limit to forgiving a genuinely repentant per- 
ss “son? (comp. Matt. 18: 21, 22.) Does not this passage there- 
“fore Neach (1) the duty of helping others, (2) the daty of 
“pepented forgiveness ? 

'. @ The Power of Faith, Notice the emphatic word in 

yl 5 is “ ittcrease.” Does not the reply of Jesus imply (1) 

that the disciples had no real faith? (2) that the mere fulfil- 

ment of command is the evidence of imperfect Christian de- 

velopment (vs. 7-10)? and (3), by implication, that the highest 

; life derives its power, not from the spirit of obedience, but from 
~ the impulses that spring from faith in God? 

3. The Gratitude of Fuith. Probably the events of John 
Tl : 1-54 occurred between verses 10 and 11. If so, the 
" Journey of verse 11 is from the city of Ephraim (John 11 : 54). 
Would it not appear, from verses 11 and 16, that it was along 
the borders of Galilee and Sxmaria? In studying the cure 
Of the lepers, note (1) verse 12 (comp. Lev. 13 : 46); (2) that 
Jesus does vot touch them ; (3) that healing was simultaneous 
with their start to priests, Then did not all have faith? In 
what, then, did the one Samaritan differ from the nine? (comp. 
18) Would it appear that Jesus expected some expres- 
’ sion of gratitude from those whom he benefited ? 

_  &. The Expectation of Fuith. At first glance, verses 20 and 
Zl appear to contradict the thought of verses 22-37; but in 
the Lukan passage (vs. 20, 21) Jesus is concerned with one 
Stage, and in the other passage he speaks of another stage. 
Note that in verse 21 “within” would better be translated 
“in the midst of ;” that is, Jesus here speaks of the incep- 
- tion “Of the kingdom during his own life. In stadying 
verses 22-87, note (1) the approaching misery which will 
Cause a longing for a deliverer (v. 22); (2) that this desire 
































































indifference of unbelief (vs. 26-30) ; (6) the need of rapid 
~ escape from danger (vs. 31-33); (7) the decimation of inhab- 
¥: itants (vs. 34, 35); (8) the enigmatical reply of verse 37. 


Do these ia ciaitivlabia Galak eihistaaen det alatad ie fycny isos eau: 


the end of the Jewish era by the fall of Jerusalem? In 
either case, did it not require faith (1) to expect it? (2) to 
escape from danger? (3) to be ready to Sacrifice se in case 


of need? 


5. The Reward of Persistent Faith. In 18:18 we have 
another @ fortiori argument from an evil man to a holy 


God. Discover the central thought of the parable. 


Is it not 
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‘M.—LUKE 17 ; 5-19. Paith. i am 
T.—Lev. 14: 21-32. The law of cleansing. - 
W.—2 Kings 5 : 8-t4. Naaman cured. 
T.—Psa. 27 : 14. Confident trust. 
F.—John 20: 24-31. Faith and sight. 
S.—Mark 1: 35-45. Both able and willing. 
S.—Heb. 11 : 32-40. Heroes of faith. 


(These Home Readings are the selection of the International 


im verse 5? Note the argument in verses7 and 8. But is Bible Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson.) 
not persistent and constant prayer a sign of faith? And will 
not this have its reward? (v. 8.) In the question of verse 8, 
have we a hint of disappointment and discouragement on the 


part of Jesus? 


III. Topics ror Sreciay Srupy. 


1, The various healiogs of lepers by Jesus. 


2. A comparison of Luke 17 : 


22-37 with Mark 13. 


3, A comparison of the teaching of verses 5-10 with that of 


Romans 8 : }-17. 
Ss" 
Lesson 5, May 3, 1896 
Faith . 


Gorvren Text: Increase our faith—Luke 17: 5. 


(Luke 17 : 5-19. 


Memory verses : 17-19.) 


Read Luke 17 : 1-37 


COMMON VERSION. 


5 And the apostles said unto 
the Lord, Increase our faith. 

6 And the Lord said, If ye had 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this sycamine 
tree, Be thou plucked up by the 
root, and be thou planted in the 
sea ; and it should obey you. 

7 But which of you, having a 
servant ploughing or feeding cat- 
tle, will say unto him by 9nd by, 
when he is come from the field, 
Go and sit down to meat? 

8 And will not rather say unto 
him, Make ready wherewith 1 
may sup, and gird thyself and 
serve me, till I have eaten and 
drunkén; and afterward thou 
shalt eat and drink? * 

9-Doth he thank tliat servant 
because he did the things: that 
were commanded him? I trow 
not. 

10 So likewise ye, when yeshall 
have done all those things which 
are commanded you, say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have 
done that which was our duty to 
do. . 

11 7 And it came to pass, as he 
went to -Je-ru’sa-lém, that he 
passed through the midst of Sa- 
mé@’ri-a and Gal‘i-lee. 

12 And as heentered into acer- 
taiu village, there met him ten 
men that were lepers, which stood 
afar off: ? 

13 And they lifted up their 
voices, and said, Jesus, Master, 
have mercy on us. 

14 And when he saw them, he 
said unto them, Go shew your- 
selves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass, that, as they went, 
the} were cleansed. 

15 And one of them, when he 


saw that he was healed, turned -— 


back, and with a loud voice 
glorified God, 

16 And fell down on his face at 
his feet, giving him thanks: and 
he was a Sa-mar‘i-tan. 

17 And Jesus answering said, 
Were there not ten cleansed ? but 
where are the nine ? 

18 There are not found that re- 
turned to give glory to God, save 
this stranger. 

19 And he said unto him, Arise, 
go thy way: thy faith hath made 
thee whole. 


$Or, 
saved thee 


There were none 


REVISED VERSION. 


5 And the apostles said unto 

the Lord, Increase our faith, 

6 And the Lord said, If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard 

seed, ye would say unto this 
sycamine tree, Be thou rooted 
up, and be thou planted in the 
sea ; and it would have obeyed 

7 you. But whois there of you, 
having a 'servant plowing or 
keeping sheep, that will say 
unto him, when he, is.come in 
from the field, Come straight- 
way and sit down to meat; 
and will not rather say uhto 

8 him, Make ready wherewith I 
may sup, and gird thyself, and 
serve me, till Ihave eaten and 

; and afterward thou 

9 shalt eatand drink? Doth he 
thank the ' servant because he — 
did the things that were com- 

10 manded? Even so ye also, 
when ye shall have done all 
the things;that are com- 
manded you, say, We are un- 
profitable * servants; we have 
done that which it was our 
duty to do. 

ll And it Came to pass, * as they 
were on the way to Jerusalem, 
that he was passing ‘through 
the midst of Samaria and Gali- 

12 lee, And as he entered into 


@ certain village, there met that w 


him ten men that: were lepers, 
13, which stood afar off : and they 
lifted up their voices, saying, 
Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
14 us, And when he saw them, 
be said unto them, Go and 
shew yourselves unto the 
priests. And it came to pass, 
as they went, they’ were 
16 cleansed. And one of them, 
when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, with a 
46 loud voice glorifying God; and 
he fell upon hie face at his feet, 
giving him thanks: and he 
17 was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
answering said, Were net the 
ten cleansed? but where are 
18 the nine? ° Were there none 
found that returned to give 
glory to God, save this 
19 *stranger? And he said unto 
him, Arise, and go thy way: 
thy faith hath ‘made thee 
whole. 


1@r. bondservant. Gr. bundaer nants Obs. as Rt wee, S08. heapein found in Matthew 18, in regard to offenses aid forgiveness ; 
Sound, . . . save stranger. * 


this Or, atin 7 Or, 


The Revisers would substitute “If ye had faith” otc. and ing to the view accepted in 
“it would obey you” for the text in verse 6; “ along the borders 

midst of” in verse 11, and su 
mane 4 and “who” or “ that” for“ 


ere of” for 
te the nt text for 
which " in vanes 2. 


ASA. 


Lesson Plan 


and Analysis 


Toric oF *rHE QUARTER: The Exalted Son of Man. 


OUTLINE : 


{= 


will often give rise to deceivers (v. 23); (3) that thecoming Goipsn Text FoR THE Quarter: Him hath God exalted Evidently many such were with him on the final journey to 
of the Son of man will be everywhere perceived (v. 24); (4) with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.—Acts 5:31, Jerusalem. Dr. Robinson, who thinks that our Lord left 
the suffering preceding his mivent (v. 25); (5) the general Lemon Toric: The Son Commending Faith. 

1. Possibilities of Faith, vs. 5, 6. 


Obligatoriness of Paith, vs. 7-10. 
3. Pruits of Faith, vs. 1-19. 


7 
Lesson Analysis 
I. POSSIBILITIES OF FAITH. 
1. Seemingly Insignificant : 
If ye have ji of Bet cincah: may aspomdhg 


Why are ye fearfal? have ye not yet feith? (Mark 4:40.) © 
He said unto them, Where is yous faith? {Luke 8 ; 8) : 


2. Boldly Confident : ‘ 
Ye would say unto this ... vaaiie Be thou rooted up (6). ° 


Ye shall soy oxto'chip ts ails she : 20), 


3- Triumphantly Potent : 
It would have'obeyed you 7 
= fathers troSted in thee,...and thou didst deliver them (Psa, 


4). 
All things are possible to him that believeth (Mark 9 : 23). 
Il. OBLIGATORINESS OF FAITH. 


1. The Master’s Demands : : . 
- afterward thou shalt eat (8). 


Gird thyself, and serve me; . 
If I be a master, where is m fear? (Mal. 1 : 6.) 
Nor a servant above his lord (Matt. 10 : 24). 


2. The Service Expected: ~ 
' Doth hé thank the servant because he did the things? (9.) 
Thon shalt... do all his commandments —_ 80 ; 8). 
He is adebtor to do the whole law (Gal. 5: 
3. The Lord’s Demands : 
All the things that are commanded an (10). . 
Believe in the Lord your God (2 Chron. 20 : 20). 
Ye believe in God, believe also in me ‘sohin 14:1). 
4. The Believers’ Humility : 
We have done that which it was our duty to do (10). 
Is it gain to him, that thon makest tly ways ar eo gon : 3.) 


He hath whereof to glory ; but not toward God 
Ill, FRUITS OF FAITH. x 
1. Healing : 
eee re ary ee, +. eae eee ee | 
13-15) , , 





I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed : 2). : 
Only nay the wort, ané my servant eee albe henica (Matt: 8’; 8). ” 
ie cag eset 

He fell upon hie face at his feet, sey him thanks oy 
Then believed t is words ; is praise 
Believing, ye dow Fy qveatiy with joy uns wm havin (l Oe Pet. 1: 8). - 
3» Wholeness : . 


Thyjaith hath made thee whole (19). 


He woundeth, and his hands make whole (Job 5 : 18). 
Thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace (Luke § 8 : 48). 


a ¢ 


faith.” on ot ee Possibility of increase ; (2) 
aR Fy had 


Vv 
Verse 9.—* 


etse 5.—‘Inerease our 
ef tnarenas ; 
Doth he 


were commanded?’’ (1) God's pr ape era commands 
God's u ngewe anthority; (3) Man's requi ~ 
Verse “ We are un servants.” (1) Living upon Go God's 
count iehtln (2) Gesaming *s gifts; (3) Pursuing ourowr ends; (4) 
God’s work 


—‘* Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 


(i) The Source of 
power: (2) The sense of need : ( 8) The cry of faith 


14.—" The me Meaecee By the power of God; 
In the path of obedience eke of th. * 
erse 17.—* W Ayer a ” “8 — Mone abe bounty ; 
(2 Shunning Christe davies: (3) Missing Christ’s sa’ 
erse 19.—"'Thy faith hath made thee whole.” way A A glorious 


end: (2 (2) A simple isanh 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B; Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


4) Lesson Surroundings 
NTERVENING Events.—The parable of Dives and 
Lazarus was followed immediately by the discourse in 
Luke 17 : 1-10, which may have been spoken on the same 
occasion as chapters 15 and 16.- Verses 1-4 contain sayings 


but they were probably repeated at this later period. Accord- 

these Surroundings, the raising 
of Lazarus and the retirement to Ephraim (John 11) should 
be placed between verses 10 and 11 of the present lesson. 
Verse 11 points to the beginning of a journey, and there must 
have been about this time a journey from Ephraim, through 
Perea, to Jericho. The mention of Galilee occasions a little 
difficulty, but, as the journey, in any case, was circuitous, it 
is not improbable that our Lord approached the border of 
Galilee, and there met a number of disciples from that region. 


Galilee finally at the time of the feast of tabernacles, places 
the healing of the ten lepers at that point, thus disloesting 
Lake’s narrative very greatly. 


-Praces.—In ae (vs. 5:19); ak bay 


ay * oy 2 Sole ee” =" 
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from both Saniaria and Galilee (vs. 11-19), but possibly on 
the eastern bank of the Jordan (Perea) opposite those 
districts. 

Tiwe.—In January or February of the year of Rome 783, 
—that is, A. D. 30, in the thirty-fourth year after the birth 
of Christ. The latter part of the lesson, in March of the 
same year; but, on Robinson’s view, in October of the pre- 
vious year. 

Persons.—Our Lord and“the apostles; then ten lepers, 
one of them a Sameritan. There is no parallel passage. 

BW 
Critical Notes 

Verse 5.—And the apostles said unto the Lord: Such a re- 
quest by the apostles in common is recorded only here. The 
word “ Lord” should hot be taken as part of the language of 
the apostles. —Increase our fuith: Literally, “ add to us faith,” 
implying that they had faith, and desired to have more. 
They probably felt that the duty of forgiving love, which had 
ju-t been enjoined upon them, called for more faith than they 
porsessed. Those who offer this petition should remember 
the occasion of it. 

Verse 6.—If ye have faith: This is the literal rendering of 
the better supported reading; but the American Revisers 
substitate “ had,” which is less harsh. The exact sense is, 
“if ye were having.” The phrase implies that they had not 
this degree of faith, though it does not assert that they had 
none at all.—As a grain of mustard seed: A figure for diminu- 
tiveness (comp. Luke 13 : 19 and parallel passages ; also Matt. 
17 : 20; 21: 21). Though so small, the mustard seed is 
living, and capable of growth.— Ye woul say wnto this syca- 


* mine tree: From this it appears that they were in the open 


6 









air. The sycamine tree is a species of mulberry ; the syco- 
more (Luke 19: 4) is an Egyptian variety of fig-tree with a 
leaf resembling the mulberry.— Be thou rooted up, and be thou 
planted in the sea: The rooting up of such a tree would be an 
act of wonderful power; but growth in the sea seems an im- 
possibility. The whole is an Oriental figure for what is 
exceedingly difficult.—And it would have obeyed you: This 
also is literal, but very harsh. The American Revisers prefer 
“ it would obey you.” The Greek tense does not necessarily 
imply a past act, but a single one,—it would at once obey 
you/ This promise does not exalt the faith that works mira- 
cles,of power above.the faith that works. miracles of grace; 
but the: very rever-e is implied. The verse may be para- 
phrased thus: “ You think the duties I enjoin are too hard 
for your faith, but this shows that you have as yet no faith of 
the high order you ought to liave. For the smallest measure 
of such a fatth would enable you to do what seems altogether 
impossible in the natural world; and so much the more in 
spiritual things, since real faith is pr&eminently spiritual 
power.” 

Ver-e 7.—But who is thereof you: More exact than “ which 
of you.” The connection of thought is obviously this: 
Even if you should accomplish such great things by your 
faith, do not suppose that this gives you any merit. The 
illu-tration is taken from the ordinary habits of that 4ime.— 
Havjng a servant plowing or keeping sheep: A bond-servant is 
meant, dependent on the will of his master. Acting as a 
shepherd is the sense of the last phrase. Some find here an 
allusion to the two forms of apostolic duty,—breaking up the 
fallow ground, and caring for the flock. But the main thought 
is of the servant's doing what he had been bidden to do.— 


* Wen he is come in from the field: “ By and by,” in the Auth- 


orized Version, is the rendering of the word meaning “straight- 
way.” A slight change of reading shows that it belongs to 
the next clause. It is implied that the servant had finished 
his outdoor task.—Come straighiway and sit down to meat: 
“S:raightway ” here is contrasted with “afterward” (v. 8). 

Verse 8.—And will not rather : The form implies an affirma- 
tive reply to the question.— Make ready wherewith I may sup : 
All that is here suggested is in accordance with ordinary 
usage. Asa matter of right, a servant could not expect any 
other treatment, and no harshness is implied. In Luke 12: 
37, the very opposite of this is promised on the part of our 
Master. But there the priyileges of a state of grace are de- 
scribed ; here the whole matter is treated on the ground of 
merit. If merit is claimed, then the treatment due a servant 
is all that can be expected. 

Verse 9.—Doth he thank the servant: It was not then the 
custom to do this. Wf it is so now, it is due to the influence 
of a religion where grace is everything. Our Lord is not 
stating what an earthly master ought to do, but what he 
usually does. But it is clearly implied that God is not bound 
to thank us for our best service. If he blesses us, which is 
the heavenly counterpart of earthly gratitude, it is not because 
our service deserves it, but because he is gracious. The 
phrase “I trow not” is not found in the best manuscripts. 
The form of the question in this verse shows that a negative 
answer is expected. 

Verse 10.— Even s0 ye also: Nothing can be claimed from 
God on the ground of merit, not even by the apostles, to 
whom this was addressed.—Shall have done all: It is not 

implied that they would or could do all. Much less could 
anytl it be claimed if they failed to do al:.— We are unprofit- 
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able servants: This attitude is_one that every Christian must 
take. Here is the moral necessity for justification by faith, 
stated by the true object of faith. The language, though 
apparently severe, was spoken in love; for only by perceiv- 
ing that we are unprofitable servants are we led to keep close 
to Christ in faith. It is thus that the petition “ Increase our 
faith” (v. 5) is answered. 

Verse 11.—As they were on the way"to Jerusalem : The Greek 
may mean “as he was;” but, as “he” is plainly expressed 
in the next clause, “they were” is perhaps preferable: A 
journey of some length is suggested ; its end was to be Jeru- 
salem, but this does not assert a direct journey, since from 
chapter 9 : 51 onward Luke regards his narrative as descrip- 
tive of our Lord’s progress toward the time when he should 
be received up.— He was passing through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee: The American Revisers substitute “along the 
borders of,” which is probably more exact. It_certainly 
agrees better with the narrative, since a journey toward 
Jerusalem through the midst of Samaria first, and then of 
Galilee, is very improbable, If, as is most likely, our Lord 
had retired to Ephraim just before this, he was not very far 
from the southern border of Samaria. He may have skirted 
that district, going northward as far as the border of Galilee. 
Meeting there some of his disciples, he passed through Perea 
southward, crossing the Jordan to Jericho (chap, 19: 1). 
Other views are suggested, but this accounts for the mention 
of Samaria first, and does not disarrange the order of Luke. 
It agrees, too, with his habit of making a general statement 
before each of the several journeys. 

Verse 12.—As he entercd: Or, “was entering,” since the 
lepers would be outside.—A certain village: In what region 
is not stated ; probably near the Jordan, possibly on the east 
side.—Ten men that were lepers: Naturally these outcasts 
would keep each other company.— Which stood afur off: They 
were unclean, and were required to keep aloof from other 
people. 

Verse 13.— They lifted up their voices: “‘ They” is emphatic, 
indicating that they took the initiative. Their cry was to 
attract attention, since they were at a distance.—Jesus,, Mas- 
ter, have mercy on us: They knew his name, for the report 
about him was widespread. They call him “Mgster;” not 
the term meaning “teacher,” but-a title of respect occurring 
only in this Gospel. The mercy they craved was doubtless 
healing of their leprosy. 

Verse 14.—And. when he saw them: Literally, “seeing,” as 
if he had not noticed them until they made their vehement 
request.—Go and shew yourselves unto the priests: In a pre- 
vious case when a leper was healed this command followed 
the cure (chap. 5: 14); here it precedes, Thus their faith 
was tested, for the command of itself suggested that they 
would be cured, otherwise there would be no necessity for 
showing themselves to the priests.— As they went: As they were 
going away, the word being a different one from that used in 
verse 13. Probably they had not gone far, but they had obeyed 
in faith.— They were cleansed: A single fact, indicating an im- 
mediate and complete cure. The verse is very significant as 
to the method of spiritual healing. They knew litile; they 
trusted Jesus, did what he told them, and, while doing it, 
were healed. As !eprosy is a type of sin, so this miracle is a 
type of the saving grace of Christ. 

Verse 15.—And one of them, when he saw that he was healed: 
Probably as soon as he saw this.—-Turned back, with a loud 
voice glorifying God: To whom he ascribed the cure wrought 
by Jesus. Leprosy made the voice hoarse, and the reference 
to “aloud voice” is thought by some to give evidence of a 
complete cure. 

Verse 16.—And he fell upon his face: Prostrated himself 
entirely.—At his feet: That is, at the feet of Jesus, to whom 
also he ascribed his cure. How much he knew or believed 
about the person of our Lord does not appear. He showed 
that he was grateful to him by “giving him :thanks,”—And 
he was a Samaritan: This implies that the others were Jews. 
The significance of the fact that he was a Samaritan appears 
when it is remembered that in nearly all parts of Palestine 
inhabited by Jews opposition had already met our Lord. 

Verse 17.— Were not the ten cleansed? The article is prop- 
erly inserted before “ten.”—But where are the nine? The 
tone of sadness in this question agrees with all the circum- 
stances. The final journey to death was beginning, and the 
ingratitude of his countrymen could not fail to affect our 
Lord. “The nine” had obeyed him in letter, but had failed 
in gratitude. They might have gone to the priests later, but 
it was quite in keeping with Jewish scrupulousness to render 
this formal obedience first. Some have thought that as soon 
as they were cleansed they separated themselves from the 
Samaritan. 

Verse 18.— Were there none found: The Revised Version 
makes this verse a question, though it may be a declaration, 
as the margin indicates. If a question, an affirmative answer 
is implied, so that the sense is the same. The interrogative 
form, however, adds pathos to the utterance.— To give glory to 
God : Gratitude to Jesus and glory to God are thus linked 
together.—Save this stranger: Or, “alien,” one of another 
race. The incident is prophetic of the future reception of 
the gospel among the Jews and Gentiles respectively. 

Verse 19.—Arise: The man was still prostrate before 
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Jesus—Go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whale: Or, 
“saved thee.” The word has both meanings, and both are 
suggested here. Faith had been the means of curing hix 
leprosy, But the others also had been cured. It is there- 
fore probable that his greater faith, which manifested itself 
in his grateful return, was the means of spiritual healing in 
his case. At all events, this man most clearly illustrates the 
simplicity of faith, the immediacy of healing, the grateful 
obedience, which characterize the spiritual healing wrought 
by Christ. All our Lord’s miracles of bodily healing point to 
his cure of sin-sick eouls, and none more clearly than this one, 


Western Theological Seminary. 
RSA» 
The Lesson Story 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


T IS striking to notice how words, by being adopted as 
expressions of a special idea, whether in theology or 
seience, gradually lose, in their religious or scientific use, any 
but the limited meaning thus artificially associated with 
them. Hence, to have “faith” is largely understood, in 
spiritual matters, as equivalent simply to believing in the 
doctrinal propositions of Christianity, other wider meanings 
of the phrase, as used in ordinary life, being overlooked. 

Yet, on reflection, we see that it includes much more than 
mere intellectual assent, and is, in fact, just the dame when 
it meets us in the Gospels as when we employ it in every-day 
speech. To have “faith” in others means to trust them 
perfectly, in the relations in connection with which we use — 
the phrase of them. To have faith, or to believe in a spirit- — 
ual teacher, implies our hearty acceptance of his instructions, 
expressed by our carrying them into practice, as illustrated 
in his own life. To have faith in a medical man implies 
frank surrender of ourselves to his counsels. The willof him 
in whom we have faith or confidence, in fact, supersedes our 
own, so that he, for the time, rules in us, as in the words of 
Paul respecting his relations to Christ: “I live; yet not I, 
but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2: 20): 

When, therefore, the apostles asked our Lord to“ inerease 
their faith,” it wag equivalent to asking that they might be = 
led to a still greater trust in him, so that all he was and all 
he said should, as it were, be reproduced in their hearts and 
lives,—his absolute oneness of spirit and will, he. 
heavenly Father, the same unstained holiness of thought — 
and act shown in the daily life of Jesus himself. If they were — 
thus changed into his image, he told them, they would be so 
truly the mirrors of the divine that no miraculous power 
over nature would be withheld from them when they sought 
it from God. 

“Tf you had faith,” said he, “as a grain of mu-tard seed,— 
to use the comparison you hear every day for what is excep- 
tionally small,—you would say to this sycamine, or black 
mulberry, ‘ Be thou uprooted, and be thou planted in the ses,’ 
and it would obey you.” In those days of miracle, all things 
were possible, nor can it be doubted that men who were em- 
powered to heal all kinds of diseases, and even to raise the 
dead, could have literally wrought the wonder Christ names; 
but, I apprehend, we should regard the case supposed as a 
figurative expression for unlimited endowments, as in that 
where Christ uses the language of the rabbis, and, instead 
of a tree, says that “strong faith would remove mountains,” 

To such mighty works would true faith lead them, said he, 
addreseing the Twelve; but they must, notwithstanding such 
honor, guard, above all things, from any claim to merit. He 
thus at once humbled their pride and kiddled their hepes by 
his reply to their request, and now he went on to tell them 
that, when their faith was indeed stronger, they must take 
care to keep humble; for, after all, they were only servants- 
of God, and bound to do all they could in his interest. “If 
you yourselves had a servant plowing or keeping sheep, you 
would not say to him, when he came in from the field, ‘Come 
and sit down and eat.’ No, you would say, ‘ Prepare my 
supper, and gird up your dress and serve me at table, and 
then you yourself may eat.’ Would you, by making him eat 
before yourself, thank the slave for having done his day's 
work? Certainly not’ And, even so, in the sight of God 
you have only done what it was incumbent to do when you 
have carried out his will, and you are entitled to no more 
thanks than the slave. In fact, remembering how imper- 
fectly you have done what you had to do, you should rather 
feel that ydéu have ‘been only trying to discharge your duty, 
and have no claim to any special reward or honor. You 
have not, in any measure, made him your debtor for work 
beyond his due.” 

A wuching incident follows. They were going along the 
line, between Galilee and Samaria, towards the Jordan, to 
cross it and travel on to Jerusalem through Perea. On the 
way, as they entered a village, ten lepers were seen standiag 
at a distance, as was required by the law, to prevent defile- 
ment (Lev.13: 46; Num.5: 2). Perhaps they had heard 
that the great Healer was passing by. In any case, there he 
was, and, to see him, raised at once a cry for pity! Hearing 
the woful sound, Jesus stopped, and in tender words told 
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them to go to the priests and show themselves, which was 
equal to saying that they would be cleansed on the way. 
Once cleansed, the priests would give them the necessary 
certificate, after the performance of the prescribed rites. 

All were, at least for the time, healed, bat only one re- 
turned to thank God for his favor bestowed through Christ, 
and he proved to be a Samaritan. “ Where are the nine?” 
“Lo, only this alien from Israel has returned 
to give glory to God.” The healed one was kneeling before 
him, but now, bidding him rise, he dismissed him with the 
rich comfort that his faith had made him whole. He had 
only, further, to go to the Samaritan priest, and show him- 
self, to be certified as fit to return peacefully to his family. 
The others, we may assume, were not permanently healed, 
though they were Jews; for no such confirmation of their 
cure is related. 
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Christ's Way of Increasing Faith 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE apostles had just received a hard precept, the diff- 
culty of obeying which drew from them the prayer, 
“Tocrease our faith.” They had already some measure of 
real faith, or they would neither have felt that it was the 
pre-requisite fer obedience beyond their own strength, nor 
would they have prayed to Jesus as Lord and as able to 
increase it. We must keep hold of the thought that the 
apparently irrelevant words of Jesus in verses 6-10 are his 
answer to that prayer. Otherwise we shall be bewildered, as 
many commentators are, and driven to regard them as 
entirely fragmentary and disconnected. Possibly the Twelve 
looked for some magical gift of more faith, but Jesus answered 
their prayer by giving them thoughts which, duly pondered 
and assimilated, would ceftainly deepen their faith. That is 
a better answer than the one which they expected. 

The first consideration tending to increase faith is its mar- 
yelous power, as set forth in symbolic form by the rooting up 
of the sycamine tree and planting it in the sea. “This tree.” 
Then they were in the open air, and passing by some tree 
bending its branches over the path. It is surely singularly 

"prosaic to insist on the literal meaning of this obviously para- 
bolic utterance, which stands simply as representing what is 
impossible to mere human power. The victories of faith are 
won in a higher region than that of physical marvels. It is 
more glorious that our own selfishness and lovelessness should 
obey its behests than that a tree should doso, A grain of 

mustard-seed, minute as it is, has life in it, and can do mighty 

' things. Like James’s “little fire,” it can set a great heap of 

dull “ matter,” damp wood, in a blaze. 

It is strong because it lays hold on Omnipotence. The 
vivid, vital quality is present in the smallest germ of faith. 
That is not a reason for being indifferent to its increase, but 
it is a reason for exercising the power possessed, a; well as 
for longing for larger measures aad for pondering on its truly 
divine might, as one way of increasing our degree of possess- 
ing it. 

The abrupt change of subject in verse 7 seems to break the 
connection, and the harsh tone of the representation of the 
slave’s relations to his master is very unlike Christ’s usual 
manner. But if we keep hold of the thought that he is 
answering the apostles’ petition, the harshness disappears, 

We note first the husk of apparent roughness. . Jesus takes 
the relation of a slave to his owner as the type of our rela- 
tions $o God and to himself. A bondslave had no rights, no 
property. He was but an animated tool. That does not 
exhaust the truth as to our relations to God, bat it is part of 
the truth. Absolute anthority, with its correlative of uncon- 
ditional submission and ownershir in the fullest sense, belong 
to'that relation to God. 

From that state of slavery two things follow, which our 
Lord intentionally puts in the harshest, roughest way. 
First, the slave's work is never dune (vs. 7, 8). He has been 
trudging after the plow all the long day, and when he comes 
im at night, he has to set to work to get his master’s supper 
ready. He is an inconsiderate master who drives his slaves 
im that fashion. But lift the thought up to the higher region, 
and it just comes to this, that the obligation of service is per- 
petual. From the cradle to the grave we march under an 
all-encompassing sky of duty, or, to put it in a more Christian 
fashion, God’s law besets us behind and before, and no moment 
is free from its stringent pressure. Whatever we do is to be 
done to the glory of God, and every act is to be service. He 
will take care that his slave shall have food enough and rest 
- enough to keep him fit for work; but the slave is not to 
make his own repose.or enjoyment an end, for the sake of 
which duties are let slide. 

The saying does not frown on our legitimate desires and 
need for relaxation, repose, and refreshment, but it insists on 
the all-embracing nature of our obligations to service ; and 
it warns against the iemptation ever to think that we have 
done enough, and bids us forget the things that are behind, 
and reach forth to the tasks still before us. The considera- 
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tion of Ps of the slave’s relation to his master will 
tend to increase our faith. 

A second result of that relation is that the slave gets no 
thanks for doing his work. He would be a churlish master 
who never lightened the yoke by a gracious “ Thank you ;” 
but, if he did not, the slave could not complain. No thanks 
are due for doing our duty, as all the world acknowledges. 
If given, they are sweet, but not deserved. Lift this thought 
to the higher region, and its harshness is softened, for it 
becomes just the great truth that 


“ Merit lives from man to man, 
But not from man, O God, to thee.” 


Even if we had perfectly fulfilled his will, we should not 
thereby have established any claims on hint, first, because we 
had only done our duty, and, second, because he needs noth- 
ing from us. So we are “unprofitable,” not in the worst 
sense of that word, but in the true sense, that the master of 
the slave gets no benefit or “ profit.” The confession does 
not mean unwholesome self-depreciation, but recognition of a 
plain fact. Blessed is the servant who calls himself “un- 
profitable.” He will not hear the same dread word in a 
darker signification from the Lord’s lips (Matt. 25: 30). “If 
we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” * 

Christ here lays the foundation of the later apostolic teach- 
ing that “by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
All merit is stripped from us, and we are left empty-handed 
before God. We have no right to reward, whether in heaven 
or on earth, for doing our duty, if we had done it. What 
have we reason to expect, when we have done so little of it? 
There is no merit in obedience, but fatal demerit in dis- 
obedience. 

Is not such a thought the foundation of faith? The 
under side of trust in Christ is distrust in self. When we 
clearly see that we can make no claim on God even for per- 
fect obedience, we are prepared to cast ourselves wholly on 
his love manifested in Jesus Christ. We are all tempted to 
buoy ourselves up and keep our heads above water by the 
swollen bladders of self-righteousness. These are pricked by 
this teaching, and then, like Peter, when we feel ourselves 
sinking, we fling out a desperate yet hopeful hand, and clutch 
at Christ’s hand, which holds up. 

The representation, here, of our relation to God, and of 
whut our obedience is to him, is not exhaustive. If we have 
penetrated the husk, and come to the kernel, we find it sweet. 
The faith to which we are driven by the thoughts in the les- 
son leads us into a relation to God which is not that of slaves, 
but of sons. The obedience of a son is the outcome of love, 
and is twice bleased, blessing him that gives and him that 
takes. So we have no reason to fear that if we serve him for 
dear love’s sake, he will spare acknowledgments of our poor 
service, for he has told us that even these are delightsome to 
him as a fragrant perfume, sacrifices well pleasing to God. 

The blessed other side of the representation, of the servant 
hurrying from outdoor toil to indoor service, is given in our 
Lord’s wonderful promise: “ Verily I say unto you, that he 
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
shall come and serve them.” 

Such thoughts may well “increase our faith.” The mira- 
cle of the healing the ten lepers must be touched lightly 
here. It may be regarded as another illustration of the 
power of faith, as Jesus traces the cure of the diseaseyand the 
higher blessing which the grateful Samaritan bore away, to 
“faith” (v.19). The points of the story are briefly these: 
Common misery drives enemies together, as a flood will unite 
on one raft tigers and oxen, lions and deer. Leprosy drew 
Jew and Samaritan togetlier. 

The piteous isolation of the sufferers is brought out in their 
standing afar off, and one accompaniment of the disease, the 
hoarse, low voice, is suggested by the effort which they had 
to make to send their cry across the distance. Their prayer 
recognizes some authority in Jesus, thongh they-do not call 
him “Christ,” or even “rabbi.” Their notions are vague, 
but their desire is strong, and their appeal to him shows that 
they believed in his power and trusted his mercy. 

There was no need to specify what they wanted. Their 
haif-eaten-away flesh told that. A leper could only want 


one thing, his healing. If we knew ourselves, there would . 


be as little doubt what was our chief need, which would also 
be our dearest desire. The manner of cure is all but unique. 
There is no promise of healing, no word of power, as in other 
cases (“I will; be thou clean”). They are to go to the 
priests, according to the legal ritual. It was a test of faith, 
very severe, but, as appears, the lepers stood it. They were 
ready for anything, if it would heal them. 

Their obedience was marked from afar by Jesns, and, 
being marked, was followed by the forth-putting of his heal- 
ing will, which thus acted at a distance and without a word. 
The nine might have pled Christ’s command to go to the 
priest as excuse for their not turning back to thank him. If 
they had checked their impulse on that ground, they would 
have been as grateful as the one who yielded to it. But they 
had no impulse to check. Selfishly hugging their cure, they 
forgot all about the healer, and were equally ungrateful to 
him and to God. - 

Sadly Jesus marked their indifference, and saw in it but 


too accurate a prophecy of the cold hearts on which the sun- 
shine of his love would fall in vain. One grateful to nine 
ungratefal is a tragic, but frequently recurring, percentage. 
But he did not take back his gift, as he does not cease to let 
his sunshine fall on the unthankful and on the good. “This 
stranger,” heretic as he was, had more religion than the nine 
orthodox believers, and his thanks were acceptable to God as 
well as to Jesus. 

His “faith” had availed to procure all that it had at first 
desired, namely, his cure; but when his heart bound him 
more closely to his benefactor, he began to cherish trust in 
him for some higher good, and a more permanent and closer 
bond knit him to Jesus. Therefore his “faith,” which now 
meant more than it did five minutes before, was the condition 
of his receiving a higher and more inward “salvation” than 
that which freed his flesh from leprosy. Grateful reception 
of Christ’s lower gifts may lead to desige after, and bestowal 
of, his highest ones. 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
ASX 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, LL.D. 


Faith for Accomplishment 


HERE may have been no such connection, but it seems 
natural that the Lord’s command, just preceding this 
lesson, to forgive a man seven times in one day on expressed re- 
pentance, was what made the amazed disciples exclaim, “ Add 
to us faith.” This is not saving faith—they had that—but 
working faith. They had some,—enongh, at least, to ask him 
for more. 

Then the Lord by beautiful hyperbole shows the possibili- 
ties of a working connection with the All-Power. These 
deep-rooted trees and deeperarooted mountains will obey the 
word as thistle-down yields to the wind. _ 

But why does this talk of sublime power and accomplish- 
ment immediately dwitdle down to serving a master in 
lowliest ways after working hard all day in the field? Simply 
to show that when there were such vast possibilities their 
little doings should not be a matter of pride (v. 10), and to 
show that the way to such faith is by service. We are to 
work as if there were no such infinite reserve of divine power. 
Our mountains are to be removed by pick and shovel, not by. 
an imperious word. After due work, we shall eat and drink 
(¥. 8). 

The Lord does not needs to move mountains. He can 
move more ranges by one earthquake, in a minute, than the 
whole race can in a century. He wants us by daily work to 
get faith in him for other things; fur example, that sevenfold 
forgiveness of trespassers, enemies, etc. Those who sneer at ~ 
mountain-moving faith are those who have not willingly done 
service enough to get sevenfold forgiving faith. 

Why the healing of the lepers in this connection? 
The Lord, who knew what was in man, always revealed man’s 
deepest characteristics. 

So here he heals the worst conceivable disease for half a 
score, and calls attention to their base ingratitude. The only 
gratitude was found ina Samaritan. Unless one looks to the 
Lord for reward, no man knows the depths of bitterness like 
a would-be benefactor. Romney Leigh was pelted with 
stones, had his castle burned that he had dedicated for 2» hos- 
pital, and was made blind by one he was giving his all to help. 
But that was little to what they did to the Master. ; 


“ He fills men’s cups at supper with pure wine, 
Which they give. back at cross-time on a sponge 
As bitter vinegar.” 


He used the ingratitude also to show how the disciples need 
still to pray “ Add tous faith.” In the work and martyrdoms 
to come they would need all the faith that service could bring. 

University Park, Colo. 


ASA 
Illustrative Applications 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


NCREASE our faith (v. 5). That’s a prayer for those 
who have faith, not for those who are without it. A 
man who has no faith cannot have his faith increased. If 
he has nothing to begin with, it does him no good to ask that 
his faith be multiplied. Ten times nanght is naught. Trust 
in God is an essential prerequisite to confident prayer to God. 
We must believe in God before we can reasonably call on 
him for anything more. But if we have any faith, we are 
sure to want more. How can we get it? 

Tf ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed (v.6). It is not 
the size of the mustard seed, but it is the seed nature of it, 
that makes it an illustration of the right sortof faith. It is 
the growing power that is in it, However sniall a seed i is, if 
it is in the right conditions it will swell and grow, and bring 
forth blade aud stalk aod flower and fruit. The onk-tree.is 
im the acorn to begin with, but it doesn’t stay there. Because 















an acorn is an acorn, an oak-tree comes out of it and bears ten 
thousand more acorns, It ought to be so with the seed of our 
faith, or with our faith seed, under right conditions,—con- 
ditions of use. 

And it would have obeyed you. All nature is subject to 
God, and obeys God. If we are one with God, and speak for 
God, mature will obey us as it obeys God. But if we speak 
for God to a man or to 4 tree, we must have a reason for so 
speaking. As God's children, we shall never say to a “syca- 
mine tree,” or to anything else thet grows, “ Be uprooted and 
go elsewhere,” merely for the fun of the thing. Unless God 
wants an uprooting, we should not want it. Buf when any- 
thing stands in the path ofour plain duty, and we cannot tarn 
out or stop where we are, we can give the orders for the 
obstacle to get out of the way, and it will obey us. There’s 
no mistake about thix. 

When ye shall have done all the things that are commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants (v. 10). That doesn’t 
seem much to say, but can you or I say evep as much as that? 
Not unless we have done our whole duty. We cannot even 
claim to be servants unless we serve. Getting our board and 
lodging doesn’t make us servants. Standing around as loafers 
doesn’t put us on the active list. Iv’s only when we do our 
best for God that we can talk about any service for him. And 
even then we must admit that we are “ unprofitable servants.” 
God never made any profit out of the best work of the best of 
us. He never really needed us, while we have always needed 
him. If he should charge up against us all we have had from 
him, and then credit us with all we have done for him, what 
do you suppose would be his.net profit on us? That is a good 
thing to think of when we are inclined to look at our best 
side. Isn't it? 

There met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off 
(v. 12). Leprosy is a loathsome disease, and it’s “catching.” 
Lepers, therefore, must stand apart from their fellows. There 
is a great gulf fixed, even in this life, between the clean and 
‘the unclean. The consciousness of pollution causes one with 
defiled hands or heart to stand off from one who is unsullied. 
It is a sense of guilt which causes a child who has done wrong 
to hang his head with shame, and to shrink from the very 
giance’of his loving father or mother. It is a recognition of 
their moral inferiority which makes men awkward or embar- 
rassed in the presence of their nobler and purer fellow-beings. 
Without holiness no man can see the Lord. Without holiness 
no man can share the fellowships and the friendships of the 
best of the Lord’s people. 

Jesus, Master, have mercy on us (v.13). Those who are holy 
have no need to cry for mercy. Only sinners must seek that 
from God. Who of us can say that he is exempt from this 
necessity? Even though we are not lepers, if there is in us 
any pollution or defilemen', we must join in the cry of the 
unclean, “ Jesus, Master, have.mercy on us} 

He said unto them, Go.... And ...as they went, they were 
cleansed (v.14). There is no +urer way of getting a blessing 
than by doing as the Lord tells usto do. The path of duty is 
alone the path of safety. If a man is in an unholy business, 
he ought to quit it. If he has to choose between dishonesty 
and apparent ruin, fet him be honest, and brave the risk. 
When he is providentially cailed on to nurse the sick in time 
of pestilence, to give to the poor out of his straitened means, 
to assist in a new enterprise for good while he counts himself 
already overburdened,—his duty is to obey the providential 
call, and meet the consequences. There are a great many 
times in the experience of a child of God when there is noth- 
ing for him to do but to shut his eyes to apparent results, and 
to start out in the way of duty at the Lord’s werd “ Go.” 

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, ... 
giving him thanks (vs. 15,16). There is a great deal more of 
explicitness in prayer than in praise. Men will pray God 
particularly to keep them in safety as they start on a jour- 
ney. They do not-always thank him specifically for having 
preserved them when they are back at their homes again. 
They will pray in the morning for guidance in their busi- 
ness, for relief from pain, for strength against special tempta- 
tion, for a blessing on this and that loved one, and so for a 
score of things which they greatly desire. When night 
comes, they are more likely to have a new batch of special 
petitions to occupy the hour of prayer, than a host of special 
thanks for the answers to their prayers of the morning. This 
is not right. Specific thanks are as much a duty as specific 
prayers. Blessings are not to be acknowledged in a Jump, 
any more than they are to be prayed for inalump. Any- 
thing which is worth naming in a prayer is worth naming 
in praise. 

Thy faith hath made thee whole (v.19). Even without faith 
aman may have large benefits from obedience. Honesty in 
busine-s brings its sure reward in the line of business. Purity 
of life advantages a man all through life. Truthfulness, 
kindly speech, fil ai affection, temperance, Sabbath obser- 
vance, church attendance, each and all are in the line of duty, 
and areso far approved of God. But thes incidental benefits 
from well doing do not constitute the greatest of blessings. 
That comes only through faith—a faith which is all-inclusive, 
which makes a man as ready to praise as to pray, which 
brings him to Jesus in gratitude as well as in need, which 

Prompts him to obedience in the least thing as in the 
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greatest, and which influences him to be a Christian disciple 
in health as in sickness, in prosperity as in advemity. 
SEY 


Teaching Hints 
; By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


5 ar disciples were often amazed at the teachings of our 

Lord. Once, we read, they were astonished “ out of 
measure.” In our lesson for to-day they seem to have been 
much impressed at his teaching with regard to the matter of 
forgiveness, and when he told them that they were to be 
ready to forgive a man seven times in one day, they exclaimed 
in amazement, “ Increase our faith.” This is the only time 
when they felt that to do his bidding needed a larger faith 
than they possessed, 

Of course, the majority of teachers will dwell largely on 
the miracle of the healing of the ten lepers. This took place 
probably in Samaria. The ten came to the Master, approach- 
ing as near as they dared, and, lifting up their voices, they 
asked for mercy. Without touching them, he bade them go 
and show themselves to the priests, according to the law of 
Moses, They all started at once. But at some time on the 
way a sudden change came over them, and they felt that 
they had been perfectly cured. What a moment that must 
have been to them, when they felt the thrill of health return, 
and, looking at their sores and blotches, saw that they had 
all disappeared! Now they could return to their homes and 
to society once more, and need not keep aloof from the world, 
and cry, “ Unclean!” “ Unclean!” as they saw any one ap- 
proaching. But, alas! of the ten, nine never thought of 
going back to him who had wrought this vast change, but 
rushed off to their homes and business. Only one, and he a 
Samaritan, was grateful enough to go back to Jesus, and gay 
“Thank you.” 

The ten were alike in their need. All were lepers, and 
therefore incurable. No remedy existed for their malady, 
and they could only look forward to miserable lives and 
dreadful deaths. 

They were alike in their prayer. ‘“ Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us,” sprang from all lips. They all felt that, if he 
would, he could help, and so they joined in that pathetic 
chorus. 

They were alike in their obedience. As soon as he told 
them what to do, they all obeyed. None said, “ Well, I do 
not see that I am well, and there is no use in my going to 
show myself to the priest.” No, all started at once. 

They were alike in their healing. There was no difference 
here. Jew and Samaritan alike were made perfectly well, 
and that at once. There remained not a blotch or a scar on 
avy of them. 

But here they parted company. When they were healed, 
one started off alone to find him who had thus richly blessed 

*him; while the nine, so far as we know, never went near 
Jesus again. This led Jesus, with infinite sadness in look and 
voice, to say, “ Were there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory 
to God, save this stranger.” 

This sad story applies to modern people and times. The 
world at large is still well represented by this company of 
needy individuals. It is all one, in that it cries to God for 
help. Millions of prayers go up to God each day for succor, 
Stop a moment and think. In aschool of one thousand mem- 
bers, if each scholar prays twice in each day, there are eleven 
million three hundred thousand prayers offered by them each 
year. And how many of these prayers d) you suppose are 
answered? Many, many tens of thousands. And of those 
which are not answered, there are many which are denied 
through God’s mercy. He knows that, if he gave us our re- 
quest, it would be for our harm, and not for our good. 

But of the many thousands that are answered, how many 
do you suppose are reengnind by suitable thanksgiving ? 
Even in the days «f the Psalmist, he was forced to exclaim, 
in a sort of sad refrain, “Oh that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men!” This he does over and over again (see Psa. 
107). In this matter of gratitude to God for favors received, 
we are much at fault. See, even a dog will wag his tail if 
you give him a bone, and that is his way of saying “ Thank 
you.” It seems to be reserved for man, God’s highest crea- 
ture, to be the most ungrateful. Show the class that we 
ought to thank God, as well as beg from him. 

It may ‘not be amiss to call attention to the fact that we 
read, “ It came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.” 
It was while they were in the line of obedience that they 
got the blessing that they so craved. If they had waited, 
and said, “ We do not see that there is any use in our starting 
till we notice some improvement,” they would have received 
no cleansing at all. Their obedience (under the blessing of 
God) brought their healing. 

So with us in our spiritual lives. We go to God, and ask 
for pardon, and the gift of his Holy Spirit. That is right. 
Bat then we should at once begin our Christian walk. To 
stand still, and say, “I do not think that God has answered 


my prayer, for I do not feel any better,” is to do wrong. As 
soon as you have in earnest asked for pardon and for spiritual 
life, go to work. Do not stand still, and ask for joy, but get 
to your duty, and joy will come in due time. Obedience to 
his commands is the only way in which we can get the assur- 
ance of blessing. But that will never fail us. 

For a blackboard exercise, that carries out the teaching of 
the lesson, we suggest the following. The letters stand for 
* Need,” “ Prayer,” “ Obedience,” “ Healing,” and “ Thanks- 
giving.” Show how only one of the ten reached the top of 
the “ladder of privilege.” 


T 
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Hints for the Intermediate. Teacher 


By Faith Latimer 


HAT is the one short word which is the title of our 
lesson? Do you remember the Old Testament word 
used meaning the same as “ faith” in the New Testament? 
When Jesus was delayed by the believing woman who touched 
the hem of his garment as he went to the house of the ruler, 
and the messengers told him that his daughter was dead, 
what did Jesus say to encourage the faith of the father? 
What did he hope for when he first sent to Jesus? 

The Disciples’ Prayer.—Only three words in our golden text, 
and yet what a great petition those little words hold! Per- 
haps the disciples, who were taught by Jesus and saw the 
wonders he did, had more faith in Jesus than most people; 
but even they needed to pray, “ Increase our faith.” There 
is another prayer like this, though in different words. The 
morning when Jesus came down from the mountain where 
he had been transfigured, and the three favored disciples had 
seen him, they joined the other disciples, and found a crowd 
around them. A man had bronght his son who was pos- 
sessed of an evit spirit, and he said to Jesus, “If thou canst 
do anything, have compassion on us.” Jesus put the “if” 
in his answer, for he said, “If thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth.” Then the father, with, 
tears and crying, prayed, “ Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief.” Jesus knew the man did believe; his son was 
cured. When the disciples were alone with Jesus, they asked 
him why they could not have driven out the evil spirit, and 
he told them it was because of their unbelief. Do you won- 
der that they prayed for more faith ? 

A Little Seed.—A small glass jar or bottle containing mus- 
tard-seeds, shown to the class, the seeds afterwards divided 
among the scholars for them to plant and watch, would serve 
to keep in mind the lesson of growth. Jesus talked to his 
disciples of a grain of mustard-seed,—one of the smallest of 
seeds which grows toa large plant, almost a tree,—telling 
that, if they had even a little faith, it would grow until all 
things were possible. Perhaps, as he talked, he pointed to a 
tree in sight, and said, ‘‘ When you have strong enough faith, 
you can do things which now seem as impossible as if you 
could speak and make this tree obey you.” What did Jesus 
say, as we read in verse 6? Years after, the disciples did 
wonders which seemed just as impossible as to remove moun- 
tains. Jesus sees even a little faith in the heart, and he will 
help it grow stronger and stronger, and so answer the prayer 
for increase. He talked also about a servant working on a 
farm or at the plow, or caring for cattle. Is the servant’s 
work done in an hour or in a day ? 

They Met Jesus.—As Jesus was going through Galilee from 
Perea into Judea, one day, smething happened which showed 
faith to believe in his power. (The journey may be traced 
on the map, or, better, on the blackboard, by lines and dots, 
ten upright marks, and on one a stroke, making a cross for 
the one example of faith and grateful love.) Jesus was pase 
ing that way for the last time; for he was going to Jerusa- 
lem to suffer and die. As he entered a village, ten men saw 
him. They knew who he was; they had heard of his works 
of mercy ; they knew that they were outcasts, poor, lonely, 
hopeless; for they were lepers. That fearful disease, leprosy, 
had poisoned their blood, was eating and maiming their 
bodies by inches, and, sooner or later, they would be helpless 
and die, away from home and friends. That was why they 
stood afar off, not daring to come near; for the law banixhed 
them from the homes of other people. 

A Call for Mercy.—They could ery aloud, and they called 
out, “ Master, have mercy on us.” No need to tell their 
trouble; any eye could see it, and the pitying Jesus did not 
wait to ask any questions. He spoke to them as if the merey 
they asked for had already been given. If a leper was ever 
cured, which was -rare, the Jaw required him to go to the 
priests, and be called clean and well. Jews answered the 
lepers, “Go show yourselves unto the priests.” Did they wait, 
fearing lest they could not go, or ought not? With glad 



























































































































































































obedience came the reward of faith. How short and com- 
plete the story! How is it told in six words in verse 14” 

One in Ten.—One man started and turned back. Why? 
With thoughts of self, and free to go, nine men hurried on to 
the priest. One man, with grateful love to the giver of new 
life and health, stayed to give thanks and praise to God. 
How did he worship Jesus? In his body, cleansing and vigor 
had béen given ; in his soul, new life, love, and gratitude for 
cleansing from sin. Nine men had enowgh faith to believe and 
call on Jesus to cure, but one had true faith, love, and grati- 
tude. He needed not the word of priest to say he was clean, 
or give him lawful permit; for the great High Priest, the 
Lord of all, said to him, as he knelt, “ Arise, go thy way; thy 
faith hath made thee whole.” Jesus called him “ this 
stranger;” for he was a Samaritan, one whom the Jews de- 
spised. What question did Jesus ask about the other men? 
Does it seem as if “the nine” meant every one who has not 
faith or love, or who accepts daily blessings, never giving 
daily thanks ? 

Louisville, Ky. ‘ 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Annie S. Harlow 


NENTRAL Truts.—Growth of faith. 

Introduction to Lesson.— What have J here? An earof 
corn (ears of yellow corn may generally b= procured at a feed- 
store, or ears of pop-corn at a grocery or market). How 
many kernels 4o you think there are on this ear? (Guesses 
written on the board.) There is a great difference in ears of 
corn, but this one that I hold in my hand has six hundred and 
forty-three kernels. I know that at least one more such ear 
grew on thissame stalk ; if it had the same number of kernels 
as this, how many would that make for this one stalk? (If 
some one in the class can do it, let him come to the board 
and add the sum.) Can any little farmer here tell from how 
many seeds these twelve hundred and eighty-six kernels grew? 

God put the life, or the power to.grow, inside this little seed, 
aud it was he who sent the sunshine, and the dew, and the 
rain necessary to make it grow and bear all these kernels. 

But did the farmer need to do anything? If he had shut 
this precious seed in his pocket-book, or put it into a glass 

‘and set it carefully by in the closet, would it have grown? 

No, the farmer has a part to do; ‘he must plant the seed 
and watch over it, softening the earth about it, and keeping 
~ out the weeds that would choke it. 

Man having planted the seed, God caused it to sprout 
(draw seed in the different stages) sending its little roots 
down into the soft earth ; then the green blade peeped above 
the ground, and grew, and grew, till it was taller than any of 
you,—yes, taller than a man. 

Then there came a snug cradle on either side of the stalk, 
aud in these beds were two baby ears of corn, wearing, as they 
grew larger, silk tassels on their heads. 

The farmer must still be watchful to pull up the weeds, keep 
theground mellow, and chase away the great birds that would 
steal the ripening grain, till God's hot sunshine had made all 
ready tu harvest Now behold the result of our one little seed! 

We have seen how all this corn grew from one little seed, 
let us now see how the little seed of faith grew in the hearts 
of the poor men in our lesson. 

Historical Setting. —Sitting by the roadside (represent by 
ten marks) are ten poor men, driven from their homes and 
from ail who love them, yes, even from their own city, because 
of the horrible disease of leprosy. 

Ne one is allowed to come near them; when they see any 
one coming, they are obliged to cover their mouths, and cry 
“Unclean, unclean! ’ They have probably heard that Jesus 
had healed « leper, and in their hearts, planted by God, is the 
little seed of faith to believe that he can heal them (draw a 
heart with the word “can” in it). 

If they lock this seed of faith in their hearts, and sit still, 
simply wishing they might be healed, this will not help them. 
But the seed grows to “ He wiil help us” (change the word 
“can,” in illustration, to “ will”), and they cried to the 
Saviour (represent him by X), “ Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us” (show picture). Jesus does not say “I will,” but he 
says unto them, “Go show yourselves unto the priests.” This 
was what the law required lepers to do when they had been 
healed. 

The men do not wait to be healed, but they obey the com- 
mand and start. (Change the position of the marks.) On 
the way, one man says, “See, my hand is well;” and an- 
other, “I can walk as I used to do ;” anda thirdsays, “ I, too, 
am well.” So each rejoiced to find himself cured. “And 
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face 

“at his feet, giving him thanks.” (Show by the return of one 
mark.) Like our kernel of corn, the seed of faith bas grown 
in his heart till it has yielded the beautiful fruit, love and 
praise. The Saviour is pleased with this man, and adds to 
the cleansing of his body that more wonderful cleansing of 
the heart from that worst of diseases, sin. 

The Saviour sadly asked, “ Were there not ten cleansed ? 
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but where are the nine?” Selfishness seems to have 
choked the growth of faith in their hearts, and it did aot 
yield the fruit, love, and praise, as it did in the one man’s. 
We are surprised ; but can it be that any of us are Jike them? 
Has not God often answered our prayers? Have we remem- 
bered to love and praise him for it? Some of us have been 
sick, and now are well,—have we praised him for this? We 
have more to thank him for than the lepers had, for we have 
been kept from their dreadful disease. Perhaps we have not 
thought to thank him for this. 

Here is a picture of some of our hearts (a heart with a seed 
marked “faith” in it). We know that Jesus can heal us from 
the disease of sin. In some, the seed has grown to “ He will 
heal me” (add rootlets, and a shoot growing up through the 
heart); in some it has grown to “ He has forgiven (or healed) 
me” (make the shoot taller and stronger); and some have 
begun to bear the fruit love and praise (add these to the illus- 
tration). 

Would you have your faith to grow and bear fruit all your 
life? Then let us offer the disciples’ prayer, “ Increase our 
faith,” remembering that the seed will not grow unless we 
do our part, which is to obey promptly and without question, 
as did the man in our lesson. 

Philadelphia. 
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Blackboard Hints 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 
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Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“ My faith looks up to thee.” 

“ Where are the nine?” 

“ Come, every soul by sin oppressed.” 
“ Oh for a faith that will not shrink.” e 
“? Tis by the faith of joys to come.” 
“Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!” 


ASA 
Question Hints 


By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 


R review the superintendent’s questions for the previous 
week may be used. 

1, Farrn as A Grarn (vs. 5, 6).—Why did the apostles 
feel especial need of faith just then? (Luke 17: 20-25.) 
What do you think of a Christian that is satisfied with his 
faith? Why must faith begin with little things? For 
example, what? Why compare it toa mustard seed? What 
even stronger statement had Christ made? (Matt. 17: 20; 
Mark 11: 23.) How did the apostles afterwards test this 
saying? What aresome equally great things our faith should 
accomplish for us? 

2. UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS (vs. 7-10).—Why has one 
who accomplishes these marvels of faith no right to feel 
proud? How is our relation to God like that of a servant? 
How will we show it, if we are serving God rather than our- 
selves? Why must we seek the kingdom of God first, not 
second? What can we do that will make us servants profitable 
to God? What is the gain from doing more than our duty? 

3. As THEY WENT (vs. 11-14).—What wonderful event 
occurred at this time? (John 11.) Where did Clirist go after 
this miracle? (John 11:54.) Why? What course did he 
take in returning again to Jerusalem? Why were so many 
lepers together? Why did theystand “afar off”? (Lev, 13: 
46.) 
spoken of as a leprosy? Why were they bidden to show 
themselves to the priests? (Lev. 13: 2; 14:2) Why did 
not Christ heal them first? Why is it that we must “ will to 
do God’s will” before we “know the doctrine”? ~ 

4. WHERE ARE THE Nive? (vs. 15-19.)—Why was the 
one that turned back more truly obedient than the others? 
Why should our praising God be done with “a loud voice”? 


Why was leprosy so terrible a disease? Why is cin 
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Why is it especially mentioned that this gratefal leper was a 
Samaritan? Does this proportion—nine to one— fairly rep- 
resent the grateful and ungrateful ones of earth? How are 
the nine-tenths to be aroused to theirduty? What additional 
and great reward came to the faithful leper ? 
For the Superintendent 

1, What prayer did the apostles present to Christ? 2 
What did Christ say even a little faith could do? 3. But 
why should we be humble, even if we do accomplish great 
things for Christ? 4. What was the prayer of the ten lepers? 
5. And Christ’s answef? 6. When did the cure come? 7. 
Why not before they started? 8, How many of the ten re- 
ceived the cure in the best way? 9. How did the tenth show 
his gratitdde? 10. How did Christ praise him? 

Boston, Mass. 

BO 
Questions to be Answered in Writing 


1. Why does Christ use a mustard seed as an illustration ? 
2. What is a servant’s chief duty? 3. In what direction was 
Christ traveling? 4. Why did the lepers stand “ afar off"? 
5. How was the lepers’ faith put to the test? 

4@These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine. 
They occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which thoy refer, and 
blank space is allowed on that page for the written answers. . Send 


for free specimen copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ASS 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


y H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. ° 


RAIN or Mustarp Seep.”—This expression, which 
occurs several times in the Gospels, was a familiar 
proverbial idiom for anything very small, as we should speak 
of a thing as small »s a pin’s point, or a space as narrow as a 
hair's breadth. It has been suggested by some authors, from 
the mustard being e!sewhere spoken of as a tree, that some 
other plant than that we know as mustard (sinapis) fs indi- 
cated, and that a tree found occasionally round the Dead Sea, 
with hot, pungent seeds, is intended. But as these seeds are 
very large, and. as the salvadora is found nowhere else in 
Palestine, its claims are disposed of. Though other seeds, 
as those of the poppy, are much smaller, our Lord naturally 
employs the familiar expression. The plant is identical with 
our cultivated mustard, but grows much more luxuriantly than 
in our more northern climate. Dr. Thomson mentions hav- 
ing seen it as tall.as a horse and its rider. Any plant of that 
size, even though it were a garden herb, as the mustard is 
elsewhere called, would be spoken of by an Oriental as a tree, 
and the small finches settle on the mustard-plants in flocks, 
for the sake of the seed, of which they are very fond. 

“Tas SrcaMine Tree.”—The Greek name of the mul- 
berry, as we know from Theophrastus, who applies it to both 
the black mulberry, cultivated for its fruit, and the white, on 
whose leaves the silkworms are fed. The modern Greeks, 
however, confine the name to the black mulberry. Both 
species are very largely cultivated in Palestine, and the 
black certainly from the very earliest times. Being a com- 
mon wayside tree, it is very probable that our Lord, standing 
under its shade, used it as an illustration. 

“Grrap TuyseL¥r, AND Serve Me.”—The man who had 
been working in the fields would take up his outer cloak, as 
we may see the Syrian fellah to-day, and throw it loosely 
over his shoulders as he returned in the evening, but, so 
loosely attired, he could not conveniently serve his master at 
table, and therefore he is bidden to unfasten his girdle (gene- 
rally a long strip of bright-colored: cloth, which he wore 
twisted round his shirt), and gathering up his outer tunic, to 
bind it round him with his girdle, so that his arms and limbs 
should not be encumbered by it. 

“ Leprers, wHich Stroop Arar Orr.’—We may notice 
that all the places where lepers are mentioned in the New 
Testament are in the district of Samaria and Galilee, In 
these same districts the disease is to this day most prevalent, 
especially about Samaria, where Gehazi’s curse seems to 
remain. 


The College, Durham, England. 
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By the Rev. William Ewing 


“Ir YE HAD Farrs,” gtc.—In Palestine proper, both 
black and white mulberries are grown in considerable quan- 
tities, and the trees grow to an immense size, their huge 
spreading branches, with thick foliage, affording grateful 
shade in summer heat. Jesus alludes to the difficulty of 
removing an object of such gigantic bulk. This and the 
passage where he speaks of “‘ removing mountains” are illus- 
trations of a common mode of speech. One skilled in explain- 
ing difficulties, in the solution of dark problems, was frequently 
called an “uprooter of mountains.” Thus Rabbi Ben Azzai 
is described, who “taught in the streets of Tiberias,” and 
enjoyed considerable fame in his day. 

“ As ne ENTERED INTO A CERTAIN VILLAGE, THERE Mer 
um Tex . -. Lerers,” ero.—It is quite certain that lepers 















































































































































were + pewkibiues from entering “walled cities,” which had 
been walled from the days of Joshua, for “he sanctified the 
walled cities with the holiness which was ascribed to the 
camp of Israel.” They may, however, have entered other 
towns and villages, always keeping a distance from other 
people. Indeed, a method was prescribed by which they 
might attend synagogue, seated on a conveyance which 
prevented contact with any person or thing there, They 
had to enter first, and come out last. The ten men together 
seemed to be breaking the law which required the leper to 
“dwell alone without the camp ;” but this meant only that 
lepers should keep themselves apart from any who might be 
suffering from other forms of uncleanness. They might 
company only with their own kind. Such pathetic com- 
panies you may still see at Jerusalem by the Hebron gate, on 
the road which descends into the Kedton valley, and passes 
Gethsemane towards Bethany; also at Nablous, in old 
Samaria, and by the ancient home, in Damascus, of the 
famous Syrian leper Naaman. 

“Go SHow YOURSELVES UNTO THE Pxriests.”—All ques- 
tions of clean or unclean are, in the Orient, settled by appeal to 
the religious leaders, who thus, to a certain extent, take*the 
place of the sanitary officers among ourselves. What may 
or may not be eaten, what may be touched, who may be asso- 
ciated with, who must be avoided, are a)! questions which can 
be decided only by the religious authorities. 

“OnE OF THEM .. . TURNED Back, AND WITH A LouD 
Voice GLORIFIED Gon, . . HE was A Samanitan.”—This 
manner of showing gratitude was thoroughly Oriental. He 
“ fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks.” Once 
I was riding with our mission doctor through the plain of 
Genesareth, when there came one running, crying with a 
loud voice that we should stay for him. He approached 


. with every demonstration of joy, caught the doctor’s stirrup, 


and covered his foot with kisses, fervently thanking God the 
while for healing. receiyed by his means. Then we recog- 
nized him asa poor villager from upper Galilee, on whom, 
some months before, a difficult operation had been successfully 
performed. In the case before us the action was all the more 
striking, inasmuch as the healed Jeper was a member of a race 
hated and despised by the Jew. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
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Lain Lesson Summary 


HE request which opens this lesson commands a response 
from the Lord. He sees in it a sense of imperfection 
and a desire for improvement, both of which he would en- 
courage. He first shows what faith may accomplish, that he 
may quicken desire. Then he guards against pride and self- 
complacency, which conspicuous faith might engender. When 
its highest exercise is reached, no more than one’s duty is done. 
There is no excess of virtue in a perfect faith, but merely the 
rendering of what is due. Imperfect faith appears in the 
nine lepers. They had faith enough to call on Jesus for 
healing, but not enough fo look to him for any farther bless- 
ing, or even to give him thanks. One, however, had a larger 
faith. All alone he returns, Samaritan though he was. With 
“a loud voice” he “glorified God.” He saw God ‘in this 
Healer. He praised him before all men, and he was made 
whole. He did no more than his daty, but the others did 
far less. 
BW 
Added Points 

There is no better treatment of a felt spiritual need than 
to take it to Jesus. Go right to him; tell him all about it. 

Little do we appreciate what faith can do. It reaches far 
beyond “all that we ask or think.” 

When all is done, nothing is done beyond what should have 
been done. Man can never make the Lord his debtor, 

Go to Jesus with requests, and go with praises. With 
“prayer and supplication” blend “thanksgiving” a: all 
times. 

One blessing from Jesus is but the pledge of another. Each 
proves the love that delights to bestow. 

Tolerate no spiritual aim less than to be made whole. Jesus 
can accomplish it, and you need it. 


LYS 
International Primary Lessons 


(OPTIONAL) 


List for Second Quarter 


L. Gov’s CaRE For ALL. Psa. 145 : 9-16; 65 .9-13: Matt.5 43-48. 
Golden Text. Praise the Lord for his goodness, and for bis wonderful 
works to the children of men. Psa. 107 : 


shoes CaRE ror Us. Matt. 6: 264; Pea. 2; Phil. 4 : 6, 19; 
Your paprenty Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. Matt. 6 
a Seeaenens de ata. i Kings 17 : 
Golden Text. Seek ye the kingdom of ‘God: and all these things shall 
imnae 23. 


" be added Ente you. 


4. Tae Tex ComMaNDMENTS. Exod. 2: 1-17; Deut.5: 

Golden Text. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, wn t wiehes net ate 
against thee. Psa. 119 : 11. 

5. The Law of Leve. Matt. 22 : 35-40; Jobn 13 : M4, 35; John 4 


ts John M : 15. 
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6. DAVID AND JONATHAN. 1Sam. 20; 2 Sam 

Golden reater love beth Bo man than hia ti that a man lay down 
bis life for his — song 

7, GREAT Proms: Gen. ; Matt. 1: Lene 3 : 16, 36. 

pg age He is ie faithful that Piceeese. heb : 23. 


R PRECIOUS PROMISES. tare 37; 3: ra 15; Matt. 6 : 33; 
n° Sa john 11; 25. 26; 14: 1-8; Heb. 13: 
Golden Text, What be bad prom SS Witte ae dled te partetmn. 


Rom. 4: 21. 
9. wearne—Askine Gop. Matt. 7:611; Luke 7: 1-10; 11 : 1-18; 


Acts 16 
Text. Ask, and it shal) be given you; seek, and ye shall find. 
Matt. 7:7. 


10, THE PRAYING DANIEL, Dan, 2: 17-23; 6: 10-23. 
Golden Text. Thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly. Matt. 6:6. 


‘ ee Gop, Psa. 31: 1-15; Psa. 148; Eph. 5: 19, 20; Phil. 


Golden Text. Be thankful unto him, avn ties Min notin Psa. 100 : 4. 
12. DAVID Praising Gop. 2Sam.7; Psa. 138; Psa. } 

Golden Text. day will I bless thee ; aud T will praise thy name 
for ever and ever. Psa, 145 : 2. 

13. REVIEW 

Golden Tent. ADE FEO ee ponte ten, © Land; 008 Beaune 
shall bless thee. Psa. 145 : 10. 
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The Law of Love 


Lesson for May 3 
By Julia E. Peck 


LTHOUGH our children cannot define the word “ law,” 
they have learned to recognize authority inatinc- 
tively, and to bow before it, They possess, too, an innate 
sense of justice and of injustice. In our government at 
home and school we often surprise and pain our children 
—wrong them, too—by our careless habit of slighting or dis- 
regarding our home-made or school-made Jaws, and our chil- 
dren’s respect for these laws, which we so carelessly break, is 
to us, upon these oecasions, a Jasting reproof. Instances are 
frequently given where a child, confessing a fault, asks for 
and expects the proper punishment, and considers it a serious 
mistake if he fails to get it. 

We need not talk to-day either of breaking or of keeping 
laws, or of respect for authority ; for, even if our children’s 
natures have been perverted by mismanagement, talking of 
these things will do no good. Let us arrange our lesson upon 
a simpler plan, containing only one topic,—what God, who 
loves us, asks of us (“ Thou shalt”). : 

First we review the lesson thought of last Sunday, with the 
memory drijl upon the Commandments, and now, in addi- 
tion, and jor a starting-point in our new lesson, we teach, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” and 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor-as thyself.” We can remem- 
ber longer and do better this that God asks of us, if we learn 
these verses perfectly, but we must learn them in two ways. 

The first way is to learn them so that we are able to repeat 
perfectly the words. Let us do that now. The next way is 
to learn them with hands, feet, voices, thonghts, etc. Let us 
be careful here about using the terms “ mind,” “ heart,” or 
“ soul ” indiscriminately, for our children frequently get these 
terms and their symbols confused in their little minds (espe- 
cially physical hearts, blackboard and other symbolic hearts), 
if all these terms and symbols are used at random in the 
same lesson to express the same meaning. 

Give the children to understand that the other way~to 
learn their verses is to work them out during the week, 
beginning, if possible, here and now. 

Next Sunday we will enjoy telling each other the different 
ways in which it is possible for us to show our love to God 
and to our neighbor. 

Let the reports which the children bring in suggest what 
all may do, giving to each other general principles, rather 
than to allow each child to talk at length upon his own good 
works, 

To teach who is my neighbog, and how to love him, we 
may use the story of the Good Samaritan. To be sure, this 
comes in our text in the lesson for August 2, but this will 
make no difference to the children, who dearly love an old 
story repeated ; and, by the way, it is almost a pity that we 
cannot have this August lesson and the three preceding it to use 
before we begin upon our new theme of “ promise,” for these 
topics are closely rela'ed to the new Commandment upon 
which we build to-day. 

We make the Good Samaritan story as striking as possible, 
telling of the priest who was “ afraid to stop,” who grambled 
to himself that it was “ not bis work to take care of strangers,” 
showing a picture in which the Levite appears, who “felt 
exactly the same way,” and was particular, too, about soiling 
his clean robe. 

Now ask, Ifa kind man should happen to come, what do 
you think he would do? Let the children discuss thi-, and, 
upon giving them the climax, ask, Which of these was neigh- 
bor to him who fell among thieves? 

As we have a Bible story next Sunday to illustrate this 
lesson, we must guard again-t confusing the children by teli- 
ing too many stories to-day. This of the Good Samaritan 
ought to be sufficient, but if the teacher wishes a simpler 
story for the youngest childeen, she might invent one about a 
boy who feared to get a “tardy mark” at school, and would 
not stop by the way to help a smaller boy who was in trouble. 
Another boy comes, who has learned our verse, “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as ” He too fearsa“ tardy mark,” etc. 
- Do not present conclusions ready made, either of the “ boy 





. 


who helped” or of the Good Samaritan, for children make a 
lesson their own only so far as they work out the conclusions 
for themselves. 
Application 

God asks those who love him to obey his commands and to 
work for him. We shall never know how to love God, and 
to work for him, unless we learn first how to love our brothers 
(or neighbors), and to work for them. : 

Teach the golden text, and in addition, “ He that“loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hatlé not seen?” 

For a final thought, which will lead to next Sunday’s text: 
How much shall we love our neighbor or brother ? 

“Love one another, as I have loved you” (John 13°: 84), 


Northampton, Mass. 





The Sunday School Times stands ready to supply its 
readers with any books that they may desire to purchase. 
This offer is not restricted to such books as are noticed 
in these columns, but applies to all proper books, religious 
or secular, old or new, and by whomsoever published. 
An order for a book should be addressed to Book Depart- 
ment of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and should contain, in clear writing, 
the full title of the book, the name of the author, and the 
name and address of the publisker, if possible. Enclosed 
with the order should be the amount necessary to cover 
the publisher’s advertised price, if known. No charge 
will be made for postage or delivery. 


23... 
American: Discourses.* 


ELL known to the readers of The Sunday School 
Times is the nanie of the Rev. Dr. Charles 8. 
Robinson. Those who wish to see a good phototype of 
his face can find it in his volume of sermons, The Gospel 
in Isaiah. These discourses, thirty in number, are all 
founded upon the sixth chapter of Isaiah, The concep- 
tion of the entire series is virtually stated in of sen- 
tence of the “ Dedication:” “In this short chapter of 
thirteen verses the entire plan of redemption is to be 
found at one glance of the inquirer’s eye.” The sermons 
were delivered in the ordinary course of pastoral service, 
Right well fed must a people be to whom such discourses 
are given week after week. Evangelic, earnest, schol- 
arly, and pre-eminently scriptural, the volume will serve 
as a good mode! for the continuous homiletical treatment 
of Old Testament passages. 

The volume by Dr. Burrell—The Spirit of the Age, 
and Other Sermons—includes a wider range of sub- 
jects, and his style and treatment differ from those 
of Dr. Robinson. The discourses, as printed, were 
dictated after delivery, apparently with the purpose of 
adapting them to the length and form more suitable for 
publication. They are, however, not shorn of the earn- 
estness that doubtless characterized their delivery, and 
represent the sturdy conservative doctrinal attitude that 
has ever been maintained in the pulpits of the Collegiate 
Reformed (Dutch) Ohurch in New York, Albeit, the 
discussion of the doctrine of election is less pronounced 
than the Canons of the Synod of Dort. In a few cases, 
the historical and exegetical statements are open to 





* The Gospel in Isaiah ; I)lustrated in a Series of Expositions, Topi- 
cal and Practical, Founded upon the Sixth Chapter, By Charles 8. 
Robinson, D.D., Pastor of the New York Presbyterian Church, New 
York City, 
Revell Co 

The Spirit of the Age, and Other Sermons. By David James Bur- 
rel), D.D., Pastor of the Collegiate Reformed (Dutch) Church, New 
York. 12mo, pp. 381. New York: Wilbur B. Ketcham. $1.50. 

Questions of Modern Inquiry : A Series of Discussions. By Henry A. 

Stimson, D.D., Pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle Con gat 
Opurehs. New York C tity. 16mo, pp. 270. Chicago and New York : 
Fleming H. Revell Co. $1.25. 


12mo, pp. 280. Chicago and New York: Fleming H. 
1.2. 


Quiek Truths in Quaint Tex's. By R. 8. MacArthur, D.D. 12mo, 
pp. 386. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. $1.25. 

Christ and His Friends : A Series of Revive, Sermons. By Louis 
Albert Banks, D.D., Pastor Hanson Place M. Church, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 12mo, pp. viii, 382. New York: Punk & Wanualle on $1.50. 

The Saloon-Kee PES. 8 betes er: A fee of I meg Revival Ser- 
mons. By Louis 4) vert Banks, -D. With an Introduction by 
Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D. 12mo, a; oa New York: Funk & Wag- 
nalis Co. 75 cents. 


The ——_e of Hope. By vamp Stafford Moxom. 12mo, pp. 330, 
Boston : Roberts Brothers. $1. 
The “1 Wills’’ of Christ. By Rev. P. B. Power. 12mo, pp. 395. 


New York: Thomas Whittaker. 50 cents 
The Southern Baptist Pulpit. Edited b Rev. J. F. Love. 12mo, 
pp. 433. Philadelphia : American Baptist Publication Society. €2. 
whet Shall I Tell the Children? Object Sermons and Teachin: 
oy Bs v. George ee, 4.0, Ph.D. 12mo, pp. 904. New York : 
{ibur B. Ketcham. $1.50 


Gospel Pietures and Story Sermons for Children. By D. W. Whiitie. 
oes, pp. 125. Chicago : The Bible Institute Colportage Association. 

cents. 

The Divine Life in Man, and Other Sermons. By Frederick A. 
Noble, D.D., Pastor of Union Park Congregational Church, Cotenge. 
= pp. 311. Chicago and New York: Fleming H. Revell Co 
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Criticism, but the preacher is true to his idez!, which is 
indicated inv his introductory note: “ In preaching, as in 
living, we must make everything of Christ.” 

There is greater unity in a volume entitled Questions 
of Modern Inquiry: A Series of Discussions, by Dr. 
Stimson, the successor of the late Dr. William M. Taylor. 
The discourses it contains are mainly apologetic, and 
were originally delivered without notes to Sunday even- 
ing audiences. In their present form, they have been 
prepared from a stenographer'’s notes. Without an- 
nouncing any texts for each address, the preacher has 
discussed the principal questions respecting the truth of 
Christianity and the main truths it presents. Begin- 
ning with the attitude of Christianity toward inquiries, 
he treats, briefly, simply, and candidly, of such topics as 
these: What am I to think about God? about the 
Bible? Why not give up miracles? the story of Jesus? 
How far is the Bible inspired? and then of the central 
truths of redemption and of the future life. The method 
of handling these great topics deserves commendation, 
and the volume would be a serviceable one for those per- 
plexed by some of the more superficial objections urged 
against the beliefs of those who trust in Christ for spirit- 
ual life. 

Another pastor in New York, probably longer in 
service there than most, has published his Sunday 
‘evening discourses as Quick Truths in Quaint Texts. 
Dr. MacArthur, however, finds the thread for joining 
them together, not in similarity. of topic, but in singu- 
larity of text, as the title of his volume indicates. 
Among the twenty “quaint texts” are those which 
speak of the gates of hell, the ox-goad of Shamgar, 
the penknife of Jehoiakim, the short bed and its nar- 
row covering, the swimming iron, the fleeing shadows, 
the crude cake, the Christly marks, and the divine heart- 
burn. Much ingenuity is displayed in the handling of 
the passages, and Dr. MacArthur has succeeded in de- 
ducing simple and living lessons from each one of them. 
It requires special gifts and veteran homiletic skill to 
use such texts aright. The discourses can be read with 
great profit, but it would be rash for most preachers to 
attempt what Dr. MacArthur has done with good suc- 
cess... . 

.From Brooklyn come two volumes by the same author, 
Dr, Banks, whose sermons have frequently been pub- 


“lished. Each of these volumes represents a distinct 


class of discourses,—that entitled Christ and his Friends 


‘containing sermons delivered during a series of revival 


meetings; the other—The Saloon-Keeper’s Ledger—con- 
taining those spoken at a series of temperance meetings. 
The former have a general unity, not only from the occa- 
sion, but from the fact that the texts are all selected from 
the Gospel according to John. The title sermon is the 
thirtieth in the series, being followed by another on the 


Conquering Christ. All were dictated to a stenographer 


before delivery, but the freshness of extemporaneous 
discourse is always maintained. Earnest in tone, freely, 


and usually felicitously, illustrated, the entire collection 
fairly represents the peculiar type of oratory ‘usual in 


services of the character for which the discourses were 
ddigned. The author modestly refers to the results 
that attended the delivery of them, and publishes them 
in the hope of their becoming useful to the friends of 
Christ. The other volume, with a cover op which lam- 
bent flames are depicted, contains seven addresses against 
the “saloon,” recounting how it produces disease, im- 
morality, ruined homes, pauperized labor, lawlessness, 
‘and crime, as well as political corruption. These are 
arranged on the debtor side of the ledger, and Dr. Banks 
sums up with an earnest plea to close the account by 
-prohibitory laws. While there can be little novelty in 
the argument, the awful facts are restated clearly in 
order to arouse the public conscience. In these addresses 
‘the author shows his gift as a witty narrator of anec- 


~~ dotes, though he is careful not to overdo inthis respect. 


In sharp contrast with nearly all the volumes already 
noticed is The Religion of Hope, by Dr. Moxom, now of 
Springfield, Massachusetts. The thirteen discourses in 
the book were all preached in Boston within a period of 
thirteen years. They well represent the New England 
type of sermon: carefully written, polished in style, with 
an intellectual breadth suggesting familiarity with other 
thinkers and singers than those of the theological school 
to which the writer belongs. Accordingly the volume 
is a better book to read than those made up of sermons 
that were delivered before they were written, or written 
to be delivered without notes. The selection made by 
the author was evidently determined by the tone of the 
discourse, all contributing to a presentation of Chris- 
tianity as the religion of hope. The arrangement indi- 
cates “something like a logical sequence. They begin 
with hope, and end with heaven ” (Preface). The book 
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will sustain Dr. Moxom’s reputation as a preacher and 
writer. . 

Mr. Power’s book, entitled The “I wills” of Christ, is 
a collection of brief treatises, rather than sermons. It is 
designed to depict the religious experience of a human 
soul, based upon the invitations and promises of Christ. 
Beginning with the invitation to the sinner, the author 
passes on through the successive stages of spiritual 
growth to the promise of glorification. Abundant illus- 
trations are introduced from history and the biographies 
of Christians. The book is full of comforting sugges- 
tions, designed to strengthen faith. But the pronounced 
“T will,” represented in Greek by the verb, is not distin- 
guished from the English auxiliary “ will,” which is 
simply the sign that the future tense is used in the 
Greek. The former is, of course, much stronger. The 
volume is a number of Whittaker’s Library, issued 
monthly, made up exclusively of religious literature. 

The Southern Baptist Convention met at the city of 
Washington in May, 1895. Many of the prominent 
preachers were invited to supply pulpits in the city and 
vicinity. Most of the sermons preached under these cir- 
cumstances, together with a few others from men of 
equal eminence, have been collected inte a volume. 
The book, entitled The Southern Baptist Pulpit, there- 
fore becomes’a memorial of the convention of 1895, and 
at the same time a representative book, showing the 
Southern Baptist pulpit, doubtless at its best. ‘The 
sermons are thirty-two in number, by as many authors, 
Each discourse is preceded by a brief sketch of the 
preacher, and accompanied by a portrait. It is, of 
course, impossible even to catalogue the names in a 
brief notice. But the devout and earnest tone of the 
whole is to be commended. Loyalty to the Bible, and to 
the cause they specially represent, characterizes each 
and all of the selected body of preachers. 

The Rev. George V. Reichel, in What Shall I Tell 
the Children, has prepared a volume intended for guid- 
ance to those whé would preach to children or- young 
people’s societies.: It is at the same time a collection of 
such addresses, The method is that of object lessons, 
with a “scriptural basis.” The development of the 
theme follows, with abundant illustrations, the matter 
being sometimes presented in direct address to children, 
again as advice to teachers. Those who have skill to use 
such help as this volume affords can do so with great 
profit. But, as the author himself says, “‘ remember that 
it is never the ‘ easiest thing’ to adapt valuable yet diffi- 
cult material to the requirements of children.” 

Major Whittle’s little book is also addressed to little 
people. Gospel Pictures and Story Sermons for Chil- 
dren contains six sermons, with pictorial illustrations as 
well as verbal ones. The themes may be inferred from 
the titles: the “ Poison Sermon ” (a temperance talk), the 
“Magnet Sermon,” the “Candle Sermon,” two. Com- 
mandments sermons, .and the ‘‘ Heart Sermon,” The 
direct, simple, and earnest method of this evangelist is 
well known, and he has easily succeeded in using it to 
interest children. 

Dr. Noble, of Chicago, has been for many years a 
prominent preacher in Pittsburg, New Haven, and 
Chicago successively, but he has rarely published his 
discourses. His volume, The Divine Life in Man, and 
Other Sermons, preseny the ripest results of a long 
experience, and shows him at liis best. His meth- 
ods of sermonizing are interesting. Preserving more 
than is usual in these days the formal divisions of the 
last generations, he moves on with more of logical pre- 
cision than is commonly employed. Yet he is by no 
means exclusively dialectic. The style is much what 
might be expected from one who had preached under 
the shadow of Yale College, and then labored success- 
fully for nearly « score of years at Chicagé. Intellec- 
tual force, solid convictions, downright earnestness, are 
manifested throughout. His sermons are both instruc- 
tive and stimulating. and the volume will certainly profit 
those who read it. 

A survey of the whole group suggests that the pulpit 
has not lost its power, that there is essential unity 
among the denominations represented by these volumes, 
and that the Bible is studied more thoroughly by 
preachers to-day than probably in any other generation 
during the Christian centuries. 


~ 
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The Age of Hildebrand. By Marvin R. Vincent, D.D. [Ten 

- Epochs of Church History. EJjited hy John Fulton, D.D., 
LL.D. Vol. V.] (12mo. pp. xxii, 457. New York: Chris- 
tian Literature Co. $1.) 


Professor Vincent ha. beeu so much identified with 
another field of study, that one opens his book with 
some curiosity. Will the author of The Words of the 
New Testament show himself equally at home in medi- 
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eval church history? A single chapter is reassuring. 
Thorough grasp of the facts, imaginative sympathy with 
the great actors, power of condensed narrative, aud 
graphic characterization, are all here. Dr, Fulton, the 
editor of the series to which this book belongs, puts not 
his worst- foot forémost in issuing this fifth volume in 
advance of the rest of the series. The book covers the 
period from Leo IX (1049) to Boniface VITI (1303). It 
extends from the opening of the great conflict of the 
papacy with the Empire to its humiliation at the hands 
of Philip the Fair, and ends just before its transplanta- 
tion to Avignon. It is a study of the popes in the age 
of their greatest influence, and the most logical assertion 
of their claims. Perhaps the papacy is too exclusively 
the theme, to the neglect of what was passing in the 
Oriental churches, the northern kingdoms, and the 
mission-fields, Professor Vincent shows that Hilde- 
brand was the organ and agent of a great party for the 
reform of the church, which’grew up in the Clugny 
branch of the Benedictine order, and which attained its 
final victory under Innocent III. He is not a cordial 
admirer of Gregory VII, and holds that his giving Rome 
over to the horrors of a sack by the Normans of southern 
Italy leaves an ineffacable stain on his character. 
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A History of Auricular ession and Indulgences in the Latin 
Chureh. Vol. 1: Confession and Absolution. pA 
Charles Lea, LL.D. (Small 8vo, pp. xii, 523. iladel- 
phia: Lea Brothers & Co. $3.) 


Mr. Lea’s extraordinary reach of learning is so well 
known that no book of his should surprise one by its 
wealth of curious erudition. This work treats of the | 
penitential discipline of Western Christendom in a man- 
ner generally impartial and always interesting. The 
author shows its origin in the early distinction between 
mortal and venial sins, and the theory that those who 
had been guilty of the former must be sujected to pro- 
longed, if not lifelong, penances. As time passed, this 
severity was found impossible, but the Church tried to 
save what was useful in it by careful restriction on the 
practice of absolution. Dr. Lea traces the ramification of 
the system in many directions, and certainly not as an 
admirer of its principles or of its effects. 
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The World and the Wrestlers : Personality and Responsibility. 
(The Bohlen Lectures for 1895.) By Hugh Miller Thomp- 
son, Bishop of Mississippi. Second edition. (12mo, pp. 
142. New York: Thomas Whittaker. §1.) 


It is rare that a series of foundation lectures reaches a 
second edition within a year. Bishop Thompsen’s Bohlen 
Lectures have attained this distinction, perhaps partly 
because they are brief, but more probably because they 
are epigrammatic. A bishop with this gift is a rarity 
himself, but even his consecration does not exempt him 
from its perils. “Bishop Thompson is always readable, 
seldom judicious. His picture, for instance, of the Par- 
liament of Religions, in his last lecture, is a gross cariea- 
ture, and not the better for leaving the impression that 
the Episcopal Church was unrepresented. The apostoli- 
cal succession of Bishop Coxe, who was present at the 
Parliament of Religions, it is to be presumed is as good 
as that of the Bishop of Mississippi. 

2. 


Risen with Christ. By the Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D. 16mo. 
pp. 32. Chicago and New York: Fleming H. Revell Co, 
30 cents.) 


This address on the resurrection of Christ was deliv- 
ered at Northfield, and afterward published. It is a 
familiar discussion of the subject, and presentd many 
interesting suggestions. Dr. Gordon has much to say of 
the resurrection of believers, and of the body which they 
will have in the resurrec'ion. 


a> 
Literary Notes and News 


Welcher’s Manuel Diagrams of human hands have often 
been used in teaching the names and 
order of the books of the Bible. The Rev. Manfred P. 
Welcher of Peekskill, New York, has utilized this famil- 
iar device in a four-page leaflet, entitled A Manual for 
Learning the Books of the Bible. Life-size hands are 
outlined, with the usual abbreviations of books noted on - 
the fingers,—the left hand containing the Old Testa- 
ment, and the right hand the New Testament. On the 
palms of the hands the character of each chief division 
is indicated by a single word, as “Five Poetry tell of 
Experience,”’ and “ Four Gospels tell of Manifestation.” 
Hints for using the manual.are given for class and Sun- 
day-school instruction, not only on the maid divisions, 
but on the contents of each book. It may be purchased 
of Mr. Weleher at thrée cents per cojy, or $2.00 per 
one hundred copies. 

















Hindering Children from 
Truth -Telling 


[From “ Babyhood."’] 


SMALL boy, not yet five years old, 
was one day visiting two little play- 
mates, both somewhat older than he. 
The child came home the happy possessor 
of five new marbles, which he exhibited 
to mama and other members of the family. 
Sime one began to question him, saying 
that perhaps the little friend had not 
intended to give him the marbles “to 
keep,” and that they ought to be taken 
back. Our Harry’s veracity was at stake; 
if he had actually been accused of stealing 
he could not have been more distressed. 
And; too, he evidently began within him- 
self to be harassed by doubts. 

“ Harry, where did you get your mar- 
bles?” 

“8, gave them to me.” 

“To keep? He didn’t intend you to 
bring them home,—did he? ”. 

“Why, yes;—I guess so.” 

» .“ How did he give them to you—what 
did he say? ” 

'“ He laid them on the ground.” 

“He laid them on the ground! And 
you picked them up! What did he say ?” 

“ He said, ‘ There, Harry.” 

“* Well, you must take them back. 
afraid 8, wants them.” 

A storm followed. More questions, and 
answers more ‘confused. The sensitive 
child shrank from taking back the marbles 
as much from embarrassment as from desire 
to keep them. Then it was that some one 
sprang to the rescue, and said that the 
donor should be interviewed, to see if he 
understood the transaction in the same 
way that Harry did. This was done, and 
to Harry’s complete vindication, for the 
little playmate said that he had intended 
Harry to have the marbles. 

This incident has made the writer con- 
sider how easy it is to confuse and distress 
the little ones by our manner, and often to 
hinder our getting at the exact truth. It 
is certainly right for us to inquire into cur 
children’s doings, to prevent their taking 
advantage of others, but there is a delicate 
way of finding out which does not make 
every question au accusation, and does not 
imply that the child has done wrong before 
it is proven. 

Of two children that I know, one could 
stand any amount of crosse-examination 
‘and still adhere to the main facts. Of a 
self-reliant nature, open, honest, accurate, 
that child early developed a clear and dis- 
criminating mind, and had a confidence in 
its own ability te state facts as they were. 
The other little one, younger, timid, and 
‘thinking that the older ones must be 
right, could be confused and made to 
doubt its own original statements by the 
suggestion of other probabilities. He 
would think it must be so, and assent in 
pitiful helplessness and bewildered sub- 
mission, 

If you want to find out the exact truth 
in any occurrence with the little folks, the 
better way is to patiently listen to what 
they have to say themselves. Ten to one 
you will gather the truth. Next to child- 
ren’s giving wrong impressions through 
confusion come the out-and-out falsehoods 
induced by fear, without time for reflec- 
tion, without time to gather moral strength 

and to determine to tell the truth and 
meet the consequences. 

Of course, children ought to have their 
“ moral strength” on band always, but we 
must take them as we find them, and not 
put temptation in their way, We pray 


I’m 


ourselves, “‘ Lead us not into temptation.” 
Do not descend Jike an avalanche upon 
the trembling child, with an awful “‘ Who 
did that!” Did you do that, John Peter 
Smith!” If you already know that he did 
it, you had better assume the fact and 
punish him, rather than give him an 
opportunity to add to his sins by an un- 
truth. 





Convention Calendar for 


1896 


Minnesota, at Northfield, ............-...+ April 7-9 
Alabama.. ..April 14-16 
Georgia, at ‘Mecea .. --- April 20-22 
ESE een ELT OT April 28-30 
West Virginia, at Wheeling...........April 28-30 
Texas, at Hillsboro...... ...... 00.200 cesaseees May 5-7 
South Dakota, at Parker.................++. May 6-8 
Tilinois, at Champaign..............-..+ May 12-14 
North Dakota, at Casselton............ May 19, 20 
New York, at Broadway Tabernacle, 

Bow Tet he ....0scis cccnveeee {psuadabertioos June 2-4 
Ohio, at Columbus..........:....0......++. June 2-4 
Wisconsin, at Milwaukee.................. June 2-4 
Indiana, at Crawfordsville......... June 9-11 
Towa, at Des Moines...............00 0+ Jitne 9-11 
Oregon, at Portland....... ........+ ..-css0+ June 9-11 
Montana, at Bozeman...... .......0+...++- June 9-12 
Kansas, Forest Park, Ottawa.......... June 12-15 
Nebraska, at Norfolk............... + June 14-16 
Kansas, at Forest Park, Ottawa....... June 15-18 


International, Tremont Temple, 


Boston........ ..0..0« . June 23-26 
Mississippi, at Wesson................0.+- July 22-24 
Kentucky, at Owensboro......,....: August 25-27 
North Carolina, at Chapel Hill... August 25-27 
South Carolina, at Florence......... August 25-27 
Connecticut, biennial, at Hartford..Oetober 6-8 
Maine, at Saco ....sccecesee covneenenee October 13-15 
Pennsylvania, at Carlisle.......... October 13-15 
District of Columbia, at Washington, Nov. 16-18 
Michigan, at Kalamazoo......... November 17-19 
Tennessee, at Nashville.......... November 17-19 
Utah, at Salt Lake City. ........ November 27-29 

British North America 
Manitoba, ot seta La Prairie....... June 9-11 
Alberta... dei «see J Oly 4 
Ontario, at Londen. Sisthecncves pondhdeen October —— 





Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 cent 
on an advance order of 1000 or ive: Mate to 


be used within a year, or for a space of not less 
than one inch issue for a year. Positions 
may be contracted for, subject to earlier con- 
tracts with other advertisers, ided such posi- 
tions do not with Publishers’ idea 
of the general make-up of the advertising pages. 





ions are never guaranteed to “e, advertise- 


r, 
ticable, a sales pao ition without extra cost | 
except ‘when the adeortien contracts for a posi- 
tion on the last page. For all advertising con- 
ditioned on an y patyees dl — the last page, 


an advance of 20 addition to the 
regular rate will phan charged. For inside- oon ae 
positions, on orders of than $1,000, an 


sdvance of @ per cent in addition to the r 

rate will be charged. Ali advertisements are 

—- to approval as to character, wording, 

display. Advertisers ave free to examine 

the subscription list at any time. For Terms of 
Subscription, see fourteenth page. 


For coughs, asthma, and throat dixorders, 
use Brown’e Bronchjal Troches.~ Sold only in 
boxes. Avoid imitations. 





For a nerve tonic use Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate. Dr. H. M. Harlow, Augusta, 
Me, says: “I regard it as one of the best 
remedies in all cases in which the system 
requires an acid and a nerve tonic.” 














Special Notices 
A geod child is oneity pase. and both condi- 
thentere sn are deve’ sieges Wy per food. The Gail 
' Borden Eagle Condonden Arilk is the best in- 


- fan *s food; so easily prepared that improp r feeding 


is inexcusable and unneces ary. 


ment of less than three inches space. An adver- 
tiser omen Sor $1,000 worth of space, to be 
used within one may have, w prac- | 





The Book will contain 224 pages. 


Published 
THE JOHN CH COMPANY, 
CINCINNATI REW YORK - CHICAGO. 





THE FESTAL PROGRAM 


consists of Sunday-school services for Chil- 
dren’s Day, Easter, Harvest, Chri-tmas, etc. 
Ixsued quarterly. Subseription, 15c.. yearly, 
—begin any time. 


Faile..Pe J.-J. HOOD vio w tion at. 


1024 Arch Bt. 








Educational 





TO THE 


Land 


OF THE 


Midnight Sun 


By steamship Ohio, leaving New York 
June 27 for a 60 days’ trip to England, 
Russia, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and 
the North Cape, stopping at Bodo, August 
8, to witness the total eclipse. $475 and 
upwards. 
The Ohio is the finest and 

largest steamer in the world 

used exclusively for pleasure 

tours. 

Presbyterian Pilgrimages, sailing June 6 
and July 1, visiting Great Britain, Ger- 
many, Italy, France, and _,‘‘ four-inshand 
coaching tour’ through Switzerland. Rate, 
$470 to $495. Send for program. . 


Rev. C. F. Thomas 
1715 Chestnut St., Phila. 


s| 


Do not Stammer 


Write for 5@page book entitled, ‘‘ Do Noe 


grasoren (endorsed Pret, wBiabop Cyrae D., 


LL.D., University ‘of ve. x, * Hon. John 
Wanamaker, Ex Refer also 
to John D. Watiles & Co. publishers of The 
Canter School Times. 

Address PHILADELPHIA INATITt tay 1083 
Spring Ge Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


EDWIN 8. JOHNSTON, but 
PRINCIPAL AND FOUNDER, 
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 $ONGS FOR SPRING TIME 


Highest Praise, for the Sabbath-School. 
0 per 100 copies. 
Christian Eadeaves Hymns, for young people. 
$30 per 100 copies. 
Do not substitate Inferior books because of lower 
price, The be are cheapest! 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN 


co. 
76 EF. 9th St., New York. 215 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 














Now 


BOUN BLESS LOVE 


Am book containing over 150 entirely new 
songs Sunday-schools, ngs, etc. 
C5) conte sin le co y £30.00 per hundred, 


simen 
Hall-Mack Co., ite 





nm pages —free. 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
New hymns and mu- 
sic for “ praise” in 


Kindly Light ie%2" 202" 


By J. H. + mans. ie pages. Postpaid, 85 cents. 
J. H. KURZENKNABE & SONS, Harrisburg, Pa. 








Children’s Day Services | < 


Send 2 cents for seven sample services. 
GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM Co. ,122 Nassau *t.,N.Y. 
A complete and at- 


Children’s Day was tractive service of song. 











DGE for Girls. Advantages of Boston; 
_ The womforte of hom “ee - 
° Mr. ARTHUR | GILMAN, Cambridge. ‘Mane 





Bs “ick OtAMMerelg. L'sereea 


Thomas Nelson & Sons 
Publishers and Importers 
Teachers’ Bibles, Text Bibles, 
Testaments, etc. 
- Send for descriptive list to ; 
___33 East 17th Street, New York 
Ward & Drummond 


er ey lA = 
en 8 
164 Pifth Avenue, N. Y. City 


The Traveling Man knows a good thing. 
He uses Bushnell’s Perfect Letter Copy- 
ing Book. No press required. All leading 
booksellers and stationers sell them: 


BEST ¢ LIBRARY BOOKS 











Jor the least 
eer r free Gesorip 
- WILDE 








$150.00 IN GOLD > GIVEN 


for selling’ ‘‘ Story of Spain and 
The interneeetel News and Book Co., “Balmer 
Md., offer on.<8 to ony ong gelling m tees months! 
copies of A 5 ir new book,” Story of 8 pig t 
Re saad icirolanhasientin 





recitation, and reading, entitled, The Children 
Jubilee. Co y, 6 F. H. EREDITH, plorris 
. Madison ‘Street, Chicago, I 





tity sold. This is oneof the grea 





town, Pa. ; 940 
™. s SINGING BOOKS: } 
ht L fe sie.. ~_ abridged. 9c. ; 
oy + EO ——_ 


ples, Ie. SPRAU B « ct tpply prt r Cihheao. 


ae EASY AntaE ae 


y-Scbools, pp. rf) 50 
- RANDALt, Po 


Nos. ? “and 2 ‘combined, $6 ll 
%. Pethel ( himes for Su 

r doz, Sample, 10 cta. 

, 324 Dearborn St. sien } 





A series of 


Each volume 
complete in 
itself... 


3- 


mental principles in their application to 
of the six volumes are clustered those 


paid, by the publishers. 


1031 Wainut Street. 








Principles and Practice 
“By HH. Clap Trumbull 


4. Practical Paradoxes 
5. Character-Shaping and Character-Showing 
6. Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing 


These essays, in the realm of charéccer and of conduct, deal with funda- 


one another and to a truth common to them all. 

This set of six volumes, averaging 200 pages per book (6% 4% inches), 
is tastefully bound in cloth, and enclosed in a box. 
cents a volume for less than a set. For sale by booksellers, or mailed, post- 


John D. Wattles & Co. 


Many ——- from $5. — 10. Wa daye A ‘ne 


is gi 100 tres tina lost trat! 
8 — u 1 tI 

rat ont a Phe rete 
Write them te td 


“iand credit given. 


R 1s sent 
orp stage. 





“* THE GOOD SHEPHERD”’ Services 
“BEAUTIFUL ZION” for 
“GATHER THEM IN”’ CHILDREN’S DAY. 
Three sample copies, 10 cts. $4 per hundred, 
Rev. Rervus W. MILER, author, Reading; 








— 


brief essays 


1, Ourselves and Others 
2. Aspirations and Influences 
Seeing and Being 


the affairs of every-day life. Into each 
essays which bear a logical wlation to 


Price, $2.50 a set, or fifty 


Philadelphia, Pa. 









































































Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, April 18, 1896. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter.” 





Terms of Subscription 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 
ers, These rates include postage: 


ARTS $1.50 
ne copy, five years, full paymeut in advance.. 5.00 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
| mys $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for tive years, full payment 
vance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS 
» eo hool or any set of teachers, or of scholars, 
wii supplied wit 


us many copics es may be de- 
ated. at the followin t 


yearly club rates: 
For any number of copies (more tian one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 
For five or more copies in a puckage to one address, 
60 cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
erson only, and no names can be written or 
nted on the separate pape 


The papers for a club may be ordered sent partly 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, aud partly na 
to one address, at fifty cents each, when so 


@ papers for aclub should all go to one post-office, 
in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
their mail matter from one post-office, and 
the same school get theirs from another, the 
will be sent accordingly. Thisapplies to ack- 
clubs at a conte pa copy, to the extent that 
ag 36 ided nto quaker packagee 

ve or mare cop es each, if des 
jes. One free copy, vadditional, will be 
ares for every ten copies paid for in a club of 
hharacter. The free copies for package clube 
cannot well be sent separately, but will be included in 


A oe may | be made at any time to a club—such 

iptions to expire at the same time 

w th th the ae eeed nally ordered, and the rate to be 
bay 2 rtionate e oft club rate. 

that are open during only a portion of the 

subscribe at elub sabes for such a length ox 


me ast rs may be r 
soul Add 4 a te whom the 


ress. 
ately, at the rate of $1.50 or@1.00 
e address changed at any time 
Member 8 of package clubs do not 
ve this rivilege, but can have a ey transferred 
Rage to a separate address at the rate of one 


Pie mailed, se 
eer. > have 


‘un, the cost to © change 
bak Sy dh cents to the end of the subscription, If 
club subscriber intends to change his or her 

ress for a few weeks only, we will mail an extra 
, a8 long as desired, at the rate of three cents per 


becribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
should be careful to name, not only the post- 

xi which they | % sent, but also the one to 

_ which it has been fons. ll addresags should include 


as county and 
club subscr prion is renewed by some other per- 
Sorts on will it blige th ne. publishers by stating that 
n will oblige the pu ele ng 
fhe Ree ae r takes lace of the one 
ne tJ "will not be be sent ae cities beyond 
“y r, unless reques e 
a club will inv vartahiy be ntinued 
e pexpiration ofthe subscription. Renew als should 
ta early 

jes of any One issue of the paper to enable 
the Dheachess of a school to examine it, will be 

sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal _—— Union at 
the following rates, which include pe 

One copy, one year, 8 shillin ngs 
Two oe more oo jes, one year, 6 shillings each. 
rs and m ~ acai 
one or more copies, é shillings oa 





To secure the qhove rates for two or more cop 


a must be ordered at one time, and they w it 
either singly to the individual addresses. or in 
a ety ae Leen Wane Ver may be preferred 


Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, | 


ndon, E. C., will receive yearly 
tions at the above rates, the 


etre f- ny subse 
Pe 3 pet 10 be ina x direct from Philadelphia to the 


a 


— D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


eee Bex 1800. x! 

Macbeth lamp-chimneys are 
right if you get the right one 
for your lamp. 

Let us send you the Index. 

There is no other way to 
enjoy your lamp and avoid 
expense. 

Geo A Macbeth Co 


xion 
Walis 


may bechanged—matie beautiful atsmall cost. 


NEW WALL PAPERS 


—all less than common prices. 
Sam les and guide to papering. FR ibe rooms and 
State price you want to pay. Paper ‘anger’ & outfit compicte, $1. 


stent mM. N. KILLEN, 1233 Filbert St., Phila., Pa. 








~ Inorderi or in makina inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiscr. by stating that you saw the advertiserraent 


fa The Sunday School Times. 
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The man with the tattoo 
marks on his skin would be 
foolish to attempt to wear them 
off by hard work. The per- 
son with a severe cough or 
old is about as unwise to at- 
tempt to wear that off. This 
«wear off” idea has cost 
many a life. 


Scott's Emulsion 





of Cod-liver Oil, with Hypo- 
phosphites, gives immediate 
aid by soothing the cough and 
supplying tonic remedies to the 
weakened system. 

soc. and $z.co at all druggists. 





The Good shepherd,” 
“The Shepherd 


of Jerusalem,”’ 


Are the titles of two steel-plate engravings | 


of religious sentiment. In the first, the 
tender light of the Saviour's face shines 
forth with its message, ‘‘I am the good 
& shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine, and I lay down my life for 

’ the sheep.” 

In the other, the solemn lesson of the 
dismantled cross on the summit of Calvary 

® is read by a shepherd in wondering rever- 
ence. 

The religious sentiment is beautifully 
wrought out by both the engraver and 
printer. 

2 Size of plates, 2231 inches. 
Size of engraving, t2X<a1 inches. 


Price, carefully packed, postpaid, $1.00 
each, or $1.60 for both. 
We have but a limited supply. Remit to 


The Religious Press Association 
1200 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


NCING 


For HOGS, POULTRY, 
and all fence purposes. 















Standard 


MAN : 


z Fencing 
> aCe, 
es in Use. 
Always gives « tatistaction. Sold by by ‘ny Freight 


i WOVEN WIRE FENCE WG. Eick, TLL, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


WILBOR’sS-~> 
Pure Cod Liver Oil 
and Phosphates 


Is worthy of all confidence. It 
relieves consumption, coughs, colds, 
asthma, pneumonia, influenza, bron- 
chitis, debility, wasting diseases, and 
|scrofulous humors. 


Be sure, as you value your rc: and ay the 
genuine, as base imitations, said to be good as 


WILBOR’S [Posen ts 


& PHOSPHATES 


are attempted to be substituted by unprincipled deal- 
ers, They are not, but ee a | peculiar a of 
this preparation. if your dru gist does not keep it, 
send direct to A. B.WILBOR,C pmist, Boston, Mass., 
the only manufacturer of this pre aration. ASCHEN- 
RACH & MILLER, Agents, Philade’ P hia. 
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MENNEN’S Borated Taleum 
Toilet Powder 


My 
4] “ 
, by j =, proved by highest 
ical authorities as a 


on 







perfect Sanitary toilet 
geten for infants 


“Delightful after shav- 


Positively relieves 
pifek heat,nettle rash, 


~ ag 
pimples, mukes the skin > ag pealthy. 
rake no We drug FREE 


; cr mailed for 25 cents. 
NEES C0., Swuces N.J 
cx 


b"iceaatey Sasi cor ae 
ae _ 
Enameline 
—the modern ready-to-use 
STOVE POLISH 


makes your 
stove bright 
with little 
work. No 
dirt, dust or 
odor. At all 
dealera’. : 

mien, girls) of 


WANTE every town in 
4 a. orders for our a LAL 
LIBERAL TERMS; GOOD 
foonkan BIG PRESENTS with 
every sale. teas and cof- 
fees, ee Be pound. Send this 
“ and 1 in stamps, and we 
1 mail ~ @ \4-pound best 
kind, and fu E 


1 rticulars. 
CAN N TEA A CO. ts 


























competent club 

















rted we any 
tAT AMER 
New York, P. O. Box 


Dy 
3i and 33 Vesey S8t., 








= | BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
grocer ought to have iton sale. Ask him for it. 


D. 8. Wiltberger, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa. 


Your 








Ahn, lal, lla lle, leslie 


Letter 
Writing 





Is delightful when you use the 


popular 

BOSTON LINEN, 

BOSTON BOND, and 

BUNKER HILL 
writing papers. Samples representing over 
250 varieties for 4 cents, if your stationer does 
not keep and will not supply you. 

Samuel Ward Co. 
49 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass, 
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The Divine Order 


By Robert Ellis 


problems. This book discusses the 


modern experience. 


Christian people.”"—The Churchman. 


ing.’’e-Public Opinion. 


and so satisfactorily presented.” 


A book of 274 pages (5%X7% 
Price, $1. 


John D. Wattles & 
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President Thompson is widely known as a writer on social and economic 


nation, the school, and the church, in the light both of the Scriptures and 
It is a book brimful of helpful, suggestive truths to all 
who are striving for a higher order of thinking and living. 


** These lectures are more than remarkable ; 
they show how steadily the minds and hearts of Christian men are turning to 
the necessity of a higher conception of the Church as a world-wide kingdom 
of God, than has been either realized or apprehended by the — body of 


“It is a noticeable utterance, and is fitted to emancipate many a mind 
from the bonds of narrowness, whether found in political or religious think- 


“In no volume of our acquaintance is the whole social problem so fully 


—The Christian Intelligencer. 


For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. 
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of Human Society 


Thompson, : S. T. D. 


practical problems of the family, the 


they are inspiring, because 
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inches), cloth, gilt top, uncut edges. 


1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Little Marjorie 


(From “ Poems Here at Home,” by James Whitcomb 
Riley. ] 


& HERE is little Marjorie? ” 
There’s the robin in the tree, 
With his gallant call once more 

From the boughs above the door! 
There's the bluebird’s note, and there 
Are spring-voices every where 
Calling. ealli , ceaselessly, 

‘Where is little Marjorie? ” 


And her old playmate, the rain, 
Calling at the window-pane 

In soft syllables that win 

Not her answer from within— 

‘“* Where is little Marjorie ? ’— 

Or is it the rain, ah me! 

Or wild gusts of tears that were 
Calling us—not calling her ! 


“ Where is little Marjorie?” 
Oh ! in high security 

She is hidden from the reach 
Of all voices that 

She is where no troubled ened, 
Sob or sigh, is ever heard, 

Since G whispered tend: riy— 
“ Where is little Marjorie? ”’ 
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A Business Man’s Hints to 
Young Business Men 


[From a letter written by Mr. Marshall Field, at the 
request of the Rey. Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, and 
inted in the series of Central Church Papers of 

the Central Church, Chicago. } 


A YOUNG man should carefully con- 

sider what his natural bent or incli- 
nation is, be it business or profession ; in 
other words, take stock of himself, and 
ascertain, if possible, what he is best 
adapted for, and endeavor to get into that 
vocation with as few changes as possible. 
Having entered upon it, then let him pur- 
sue the work in hand with diligence and 
determination to know it thoroughly; 
which can only be done by close and 
enthusiastic application of the powers at 
his command; strive to master the details 
and put into it an energy directed by 
strong common sense, so as to make his 
servicés of value wherever he is; be alert 
and ready to seize opportunities when 
they present themselves. The trouble 
with most young men is that they do not 
learn anything thoroughly, and are apt to 
do the work committed to them in a care- 
less manner; forgetting that what is worth 
doing at all is worth doing well, they 
become mere drones, and rely upon chance 
to bring them success,. The business world 
is full of just such young men, content in 
simply putting in their time somehow and 
drawing their salaries, making no effort 
whatever to increase their efficiency, and 
thereby enhance their own as well as their 
employer’s interest. There are others who 
want to do what they are not fitted for, 
and waste their lives in what may be called 
misfit occupations. Far better be a good 
carpenter or mechanic of any kind than a 
poor business or professional man. 

Next to the selection of occupation is 
that of companions. Particularly is this 
important in the case of young men be- 
ginning their career in strange cities, 
away from home influences, as too often is 
it the case that young men of excellent 
abilities are ruined by evil associates. A 
young man, therefore, cannot too earl 
gua ‘against forming friendship with 
those whose tendency is to lead him on 
the downward path. To “every young 
man I would say, seek at the start to culti- 


vate the acquaintance of t only whose 
contact and influence will kindle bhi . 
purposes, as I regard the building up o 


sterling character one of the fun ametital 
erinciethe of true sucgess. The young 
man possessing a conscience that cannot 
brook the slightest suspicion of wrong 
doing, and which insists on stedfast and 
undeviating truthfulness, sturdy honesty, 
and strict devotion to duty, under all cir- 
cumstances, has a fortune to begin with. 
The ability to restrain appetite, passions, 
tongue, and temper, to be their master, 
and not their slave, in a word, absolute 
self-control, is also ‘of first importance. 
Onewho cannot govern himself is unfitted 
to govern others, 

Economy is one of the most essential 
elements of success, yet most wretchedly 
disregarded. The old adage, “ Wilful 





waste makes woful want” never was more 
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fully exemplified than in these when 
oma of the want that now would 
not exist had care been 

prosperi to lay up something for a“ rainy 
day. average young man of to-day, 
when he begins to earn, is soon inclined te 
habits of extra ce and wastefulness ; 
gets somehow imbued with the idea that, 
irr ive of what he earns, he must 
indulge in habits corresponding to those 
of some other young man simply use 
he indulges, or imagines he cannot be 
manly without. The five, ten, or fifteen 
cents a day that is squandered, while a 
mere trifle apparently, if saved would in a 
few years amount to thousands of dollars, 
and go far towards establishing the founda- 
tion of a fatufe career. Too few realize 
that in order to acquire the dollars one 
must take care of the nickels. Careful 
saving and careful spending invariably 
promote success. It has been well said, 
that “ it is not what a man earns, but what 
he saves, that makes him rich.” John 
Jacob Astor said that the saving of the 
firat thousand dollars cost him the hardest 
struggle. 

As a rule, people do not know how to 
save. I deem it of the highest impor- 
tance, therefore, to im upon every 
young man the duty of beginning to save 
from the moment he commences to earn, 
be it ever so little. A habit so formed in 
early life will prove of iucaleulable benefit 
to him in after years, not only in the 
amount acquired, but through the exercise 
of economy in small affairs he will grow in 
knowledge and fitness for larger duties 
that may devolve upon him. It goes 
without saying that a man who is not com- 
petent to manage wel! a small income, or 
run successfully a small business, cannot 
be expected to properly manage a large 
income, or run successfully a large busi- 
ness. it matters not what a man’s income 
is, reckless extravagance and waste will, 
sooner or later, bring him_to ruin. 

A young man should aim to bs manly 
and self-reliant, make good use of all the 
spare moments, read only wholesome books, 
study to advance his own interests as well 
as those of his employer in every possible 
way. 

Asa rule, the young man of high princi- 
ples and fair ability, who saves his money 
and keeps his habits good, becomes valua- 
ble in any concern; but as volumes have 
been written upon this subject, it is not 
peees in a letter to cover it all. By fol- 

owing out these suggestions, however, 
aiming constantly to prepare himself for a 
higher place instead of waiting for some- 
thing to turn up, every young man wild 
succeed to a more or lessdegree. I would 
not have them believe, however, that 


success consists solely in the acquisition of 


wealth. Far from it, as that idea is much 
too prevalent already. The haste to be- 
come rich at the expense of character pre- 
vails to an alarming extent, and cannot be 
too severely denounced. What is needed 
to-day more than anything else is to instil) 
in the minds of our young the desire, above 
all, to build up a character that will win 
the respect of all with whom they may 
come in contact, and which is vastly more 
important than a great fortune. I quote 
from the will of a Senator, who died re- 
cently, on this question, the following: 
* T hope my-sons will defer to, and confide 
in, my executors and trustees, and, above 
all, that they may realize early in life that 
the only one thing more difficult to build 
up than an independent fortane, and more 
easily lost, is character, and that the only 
safeguards of character are the Ten Com- 
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mandments and Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount.” ... 

If the elements herein outlined promote 
success, the logica] conclusion would be 
thata di of them forebodes failure. 
The man who is characterized by want of 
ache a po idleness, carelessness, or gen- 
eral shiftlessness, cannot expect to succeed. 
There are other causes, however, such as 
extravagance in living, or living beyond 
one’s means; outside speculations, gam- 
bling, etc.; want of proper judgment, over- 
estimating capacity, and undertaking more 
than capital would warrant, or, in other 
words, attempting to do too large a busi- 
ness on insufficient capital; assuming too 
heavy liabilities, relying on chance to pull 
through; lack of progressiveness, or, in 
other words, dying of dry rot; selling date 
rather than merchandise (selling on too 
long time, etc.); trusting out goods to 
irresponsible people. Retail business 
should always be done for cash. Thereno 
longer exists the occasion for long credit 
in retail business that did years ago, as 
even the farmer these days can get cash 
for anything he has to sell. Merchants 
who keep their business well in hand, sell 
for cash, and pay for goods at short time, 
taking advantage of all cash discounts, 
keep good habits, and give strict attention 
to business, very rarely fail. 


7} 
Asking in Christ’s Name 


Urge * beeen i Paes! ty oon 
Hitherto have ye asked pees in my 
name: ask, and ye shall receive.— John 16: 24. 


HE Master is wearying for the devel- 

opment of the pupil. Hesceksit in 
the progress of his prayers. He measures 
the value of his prayers, not by what he 
wants, but by his reason for wanting it. 
“Ye have asked nothing in my name” 
means “ Ye have asked nothing in my 
interest.” It makes no difference that 
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hand in the kingdom; they both ask 
equally amiss, for each desires only his 
own The fault in Adam is not that 
he seeks the apple, but that he seeks it 
from the wrong garden. The same fruit 
may be got from either of two gar- 
dens—Eden or Gethsemane. At the 
gates of Eden, I seek it for myself; at the 

ates of Gethsemane, I desire it for another, 

he one is a request in my own name; the 
other is in the name of Jesus. 

Name above every name, purify my de- 
sires. It is by my desires that thou meas- 
urest my progress; teach me to pray. It 
is not new desires I want; it isa new name 
in which to bank the old treasures,—Thy 
name instead of mine. Men have called 
mea worldling in the bygone time, because 
I have sought so much for gold. Yet, it 
is not less of gold I would seek now; it is 
less of self. I feel as if I needed the 
wealth of this world more than I ever did; 
but now I need it for thee. It is nota 
change of money; it ie a change of 
investment. I put it in thy name; I 
bank it for thee. I would not have less 
worldly toil. I would not be seen more 
seldom intheexchange. I would not relax 
the wheels of industry nor abate the 
ardor of enterprise. I want a change of 
thought, notof theater. I would send my 
merchandise over a mightier sea than ever 
before it traversed—the ocean of.thy Jove. 
I would make the once mammon of un- 
righteousness a heavenly friend. I would 
plant schools; I would build colleges; I 
would raise temples; I would endow 
hospitals; I would improve the dwellings 
of the ; I would supply the destitate 
with a home; I would provide the fallen 
with a refuge; I would fill up that which 
‘thou hast left behind. Forbid that I 
should be too unworldly to pray ‘‘Com- 
mand that these stones be made bread.” 
I¢ was once the tempter’s prayer, but th 
Last Sapper has made it sacramental. 
Hitherto I have asked it only for the wants 
of my own wilderness; when I have heard 
the ery of the multitude in the desert, I 





Adam asks an apple, and John the right 
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and Teachers 


Dr. Trumbull’s book “ Teaching and Teachers” has already 
found its way into the hands of many thousand Sunday-school 
It is to-day the popular hand-book on Sunday- 


Every teacher in Sunday-school will feel his work widened 
im scope by reading this book. 
yet appeared, or is likely to appear, on this topic, and the 
thoroughness for which this calls would be an unmistakable 
blessing to every schoo! in the land.""— 7he Outlook. 


A book of 390 pages (7'4%4X5% inches), bound in cloth. 
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for quick work is not hurried work. 
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George Miller is’ one of the most remark- 


Trust-e. 
Being a Narrative of the 


Lord’s Dealings 
George Miillér 


with 


Written by himself. With an Iniroduc- 


tion by Dr. Francis Wayland. 


Includes 


an account of his visit to America. A 
few copies, cloth, binding slightly shelf- 
worn, reduced to 60 cents, postpaid. 





The claim is boldly made in this book that friendship has been a more 
potent factor in the world’s forces than any other sentiment or passion, not ex- 
cepting ambition, avarice, or love ; and the cumulative proofs of this thesis 


are presented in detail. 


Part | treats of the Nature and Scope of Friendship. 


Part Il gives examples of Friendship in History, including all the great epoch- 


makers in the realms of royalty, heroism, religious progress, struggle for civil 


- liberty, philosophy, and poetry; 
~ for a gift-book for the holidays, or any other season. 


It is attractively published, and is well suited 


able men of the century. In founding the Bristol 
Orphan Houses, the work which he has accom- 
plished is without its parallel in all past history. 
The way in which the Lord dealt with him in tem- 
poral things proves that the power of faith is as 
real as and more potent than any other in God's 
creation, 7 
This “ Life of Trust " has thrilled, inspired, and 
molded the lives of thousands, and long will ~ 


“ Thorough scholarship, good sense, and a frank belief in sentiment as 
a manly attribute, permeate Dr. Trumbull’s essay on ‘Friendship the Master- 


Passion.’ 


This volume is filled with a spirit not often found this side of the 


Elizabethans, and In refreshing contrast to the modern good-natured but un- 
concerned treatment of the word and thing.""—The Outlook. 
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